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NATIONAL 


"JINGJI YANJIU' ON CONTRACTING AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 
HKO20946 Beijing JINGJI YANJIU in Chinese No 3, 20 Mar 83 pp 44-50 


[Article by Yu Zuyao [0060 4371 1631] of the Economic Research Institute 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: "Contracting Agricultural Output 
Quotas to Individual Households is a Prelude to Economic Reform in China" ] 


[Text] Since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee, the 
system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households has 
gradually become an important management form in agricultural production in 
China. At present, the number of production teams that have introduced such a 
system of contracted responsibilities with payment linked to output makes up 
more than 70 percent of the total production teams. 


The emergence of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual house- 
holds has brought a tremendous vitality and as a result, agricultural production 
in China has been freed from the situation that was characterized by a long 
wavering period to quicken the change from agricultural self-sufficiency and 

a half self-sufficient economy to a commodity cconomy, step up agricultural 
modernization and open up a road for peasants to get rid of poverty and become 
rich. We are now facing bright prospects of an overall prosperous rural 


economy. 


The introduction of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual house- 
holds is a prelude to economic reform in China. Now we have a definite orien- 
tation and the road has been opened. Now our tasks are to take agricultural 
reform as the pioneer and reform other trades and the whole national economy 

in an overall way, systematically, in an orderly way, through experiments and 


by stages. 


I. Contracting Agricultural Output Quotas to Individual Households is a New 
Economic Mode of Agricultural Cooperation 


Contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households is a socialist 
cooperative form that is based on the public ownership of basic agricultural 
means of production, coupled with households accounting and contracting of 
responsibilities to individual households. In short, the economy of produc- 
tion teams is undertaken by households. Compared with other socialist agricul- 
tural economic forms, this mode of economy has the following advantages. 








First, land and other production items are contracted to households to turn 
the public ownership of the means of production into an entity with family 


management structure. 


With contracting agricultural output quotas to individua! households, the 
land, big project facilities and big and medium farm machinery and tools are 
owned collectively by production teams. The coilective cultivated land that 
has been contracted to peasants should in no way be sold, leased out or be 
used for building houses; but the peasants have the right to use and invest 
in the land. The income from additional investment belongs to the contracted 
households. By relying on their autonomy over the land, the production teams 
have the right to make collective retention from labor achievements of 
peasants households. The cooperation between the right of owning and the 
right of using the land has been changed to the relationship between the 
production teams and peasant households. As the owners of the means o* pro- 
duction, the production teams have thus established their relationship with 
peasant households which are the contractors of the means of production. 


Second, the division of autonomy between administration and management and 
the combination of unified planned leadership with management autonomy by 


peasants households. 


Under the system of “integrating government administration with commune 
management" of the people's communes, the state carries out monopoly and 
mandatory planning regulation towards people's communes and production teams 
while the latter organize production and arrange farm work according to state 
planning. But following the introduction of the system of contracting agri- 
cultural output quotas to individual households, the state mandatory planning 
goal is limited to such matters as the acreage of major crops and the volume 
of state purchases. The production teams, on the other hand, base themselves 
on the tasks assigned by the state and local specific conditions and carry 
out the planning goal through contracts with households. In this way, the 
relationship between peasants, production teams and the state has changed from 
purely administrative subordinate relation to contract system with equal com- 
modity nature. The production teams no longer act as overall organizers of 
agricultural production and management while part of their autonomy has been 
shifted to peasants. Peasants have changed from being the laborers of the 
collective economy to being relatively independent commodity producers with 


bigger management autonomy. 


Third, distribution of labor achievements has beer combined with the responsi- 
bilities, rights and interests of each peasant while the distribution accord- 
ing to labor has been combined with the distribution according to funds. 


Peasants have summarized the distribution method of the system of contracting 
agricultural output quotas to individual households as "to hand over enough 

to the state, retain enough for the collective and the rest for ourselves.” 
"The rest for ourselves” no longer represents a pure distribution according 

to labor; the volume of this part is bigger than the payment of distribution 
according to workpoints and it includes the necessary value of the products 
made by the peasants themselves, the part that is payed to individual peasants 
as compensation for their investment and labor and the part of the additional 














investment that is retained for peasant households for the purpose of expand- 
ing reproduction. Therefore it can be seen that the part that "belongs to 
ourselves" cannot be mixed up with the “standard volume" under the system of 
distribution according to labor. Labor is the main source of the income that 
"belongs to ourselves” with each household having its own tools. Equipment 

and funds also represent important factors that have influence on peasants’ 
income. During the validity period of a contract, the amount of the collective 
retention and agricultural tax are fixed while the part that "belongs to our- 
selves" is chz.2able. Therefore this situation will encourage land contractors 
to add investn. t so as to improve labor productivity and gain additional 
income. During this period, the management of the land contracted to peasants 


has an exclusive nature. 


In short, the system of contracting agricuitural output quotas to individual 
households has been able not only to maintain the public owner ip of the 
basic means of production but also to maintain family managemer form; it has 
been able to persist in unified planned leadership and guarantee the management 
autonomy of peasant households, to uphold the principle of more labor and 

more gain and less labor less gain but at the same time it has also departed 
from the method of making distribution according to funds; it has been able to 
mobilize peasants’ initiative in increasing output and income and at the same 
time to give consideration to state and collective interests. To use the 
words of peasants, the system of contracting agricultural output quotas to 
individual households has freed them from the bondage of the following three 
ropes that existed for a long time: "In a mess" (labor organization), 
"approximate labor" (labor payment) and "big in size and collective in nature" 
(the mode of the collective economy), and as a result, labor productivity has 
been completely freed from the yoke of the old system. 


[I. Contracting Agricultural Output Quotas to Individual Households Has a 
Vitality and Bright Prospects of Development 


The system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households 
not only accords with the situation of agricultural productivity in China but 
also with the needs to further develop productivity. 


During the early stage of the introduction of the system of contracting agri- 
cultural output quotas to individual households, some people said that the 
system would "develop fast in the first year, slower in the second vear and 
cease to exist in the third year." But the development of this system has 

been contrary to this view. This system has been able to maintain its vitality 
and as a new mode of cooperative economy, it has been able to continue to over- 
come contradictions in its advance and consequently it has become more and more 
perfect. It has eliminated the obstacle to "scientific farming" by adding a 
motive force in reforming agricultural technology so as to combine the tradi- 
tion of intensive farming of the Chinese peasants with modern agricultural 
scientific technology and promote rapid development of agriculture. This 
system has been able to mobilize the initiative of the broad masses of 
peasants, resolve the contradictions in rural areas, where a gieat number of 
people do not have work to do and at the same time there are numerous jobs 
waiting to be done, and to provide the possibility of developing agriculture 
comprehensively. It has opened up a new way for accumulating agricultural 








fund while peasants have become the main force that is directly providing the 
accumulation. Therefore the system of contracting agricultural output quotas 
to individual households is in a position to promote the development of agri- 


culture more rapidly and stably than the old system. 


natural 


Specialization ond socialization in agricultural production represent a 
The 


trend in the development of productivity and agricultural modernization. 
key question that will decide the prospects and fate of the system of con- 
tracting agricultural output quotas to individual hcuseholds is whether the 
cooperative economy between the state and households is able to meet the needs 
of agricultural modernization and socialization. 


Modern capitalist countries have long realized agricultural mcdernization. 
Like industry, agriculture has developed into high specialization and sociali- 
zation. But in these countries, the number of family farms is still in 
absolute predominance. The proportion of family farms in France makes up 
about 80 percent of the total farms and the figure for the United States and 
Japan is respectively 89 percent and 91 percent. Although family farms have 
been able to exist under the pressure of big capital, it cannot be proved 

that the "theory of firm small agricultural economy" is correct. It is because 
modern family farms are different from individual small agricultural economy; 
they are not “small and complete” natural economic units; they are based on 
modern production technology, with high modernization in production management 
and they have the nature of commodity from production to consumption; they 
have become a link of the system of socialized division of labor and set up 
various forms of cooperative economic organization without any trace of 
natural economy. Therefore it can be seen that modern family farms no longer 
represent small agricultural eccaomy; they are characterized by modernization 
and specialization with a commercialized family and private economic form. 


The fact that family farms have been able to exist in advanced capitalist 
countries in accord with socialized production made us think that after the 
seizure of political power by the proletariat, it is possible under the condi- 
tion of the nationalization of basic means of production such as land, to 
retain family management and through specialization and socialization, to in- 
clude the production and circulation of household economy in planned economy 
and on this basis, to develop various forms of economic entity under the 
principle that it is in the interests of production, voluntary and mutual 
benefit and guides peasants into the road of cooperation. This practice may 
be closer to the needs of the law that the relations of production must accord 
with the nature of productivity so as to avoid the grave consequences of 
"transition through poverty” and "same big pot." If we disregard the decisive 
role pf productivity and regard cooperation and col)-ective labor as the same 
with unified accounting and equal distribution, we cannot develop production 
rapidly, nor can we eliminate common poverty. 


At the present stage, the economy of most households in production teams in 
rural areas in China still have not departed from the situation of 
complete." Following a further development of production, agriculture in 
China will eventually implement division of labor and specialization. The 
emergence of various forms of economic entity in rural areas such as various 


small and 








specialized households and various preproduction and postproduction service 
organizations has reflected the objective needs in the development of produc- 
tivity and they have broad prospects of development. It can be imagined that 
the pruspects of the economic structure in our rural areas is that the basic 
system of househould economic management with public ownership will persist 

for a long time. Small scale and specialized family economy will become a 

form of agricultural economy and the various organizations that combine produc- 
tion with supply and sales and that are formed under the principle of speciali- 
zation and coordination will develop widely. 


Under the socialist system, family economy is in a position to completely 

avoid polarization. For example, Yugoslavia began to probe a way that differs 
from the practice of the Soviet Union, where small scale agricultural economy 
was reformed through collective farms. Yugoslavia encouraged individual 
peasants to join comprehensive agricultural laborer cooperatives that have 

the nature of supplying and selling and have widely developed various forms 

of united organizations that are combining agricultural, industrial and commer- 
cial enterprises and farms with social ownership with individual peasants house- 
holds. At present, there are 2.6 million individual peasant households in 
Yugoslavia, with cultivated land making up 84.6 percent of the national figure 
and the agricultural labor force making up 96.2 percent. And yet most peasants 
households have already formed various forms of cooperation with the agricul- 
tural enterprises with social ownership and through such economic cooperation 
they have been included in socialist socialized production. There is no 
serious polarization in rural areas in Yugoslavia. Following the introduction 
of the system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual house- 
holds by Anhui Province in China, the peasants life has become rich; in general 
the gap between the rich and the poor has been narrowed down. The proportion 
of the households with expenses exceeding their income in Chu prefectural 

areas dropped from 34 percent in 1979 to 2.4 percent in 1981. The proportion 
of per capita average incomes of the households with the highest income to 
those with the lowest income was 88 yuan to 6.4 yuan in 1977, with a 2 fold 
difference and the proportion in 1980 was 668 yuan to 168 yuan, with only a 

4 fold difference. 


Practice proved that individual economic polarization is not a common and 
absolute law. Individual economy has existed for several thousand years in 
the history of mankind and the trend of polarization began to emerge during 
the collapse of modern feudalism and the emergence of capitalism. It is be- 
cause, on the one hand, the fence of the small agricultural economy has been 
washed away by the current of capitalist commodity economy and small scale 
farmers have been mercilessly pushed into the whirlpool of the market; on the 
other hand, the bourgeois resorted to economic and violent means to accelerate 
the collapse of the small agricultural economy. But in the modern era, al- 
though the family farms that have changed from individual small agricultural 
economy cannot free themselves from relying on big capital and big farms and 
are also under the control of capitalist economic law, they have been able to 
show their power to oppose big capital. Under the socialist system, it is 
possible not only to avoid polarization but also to finally eliminate the root 
of the polarization. 








Ill. Agricultural Reform is the Pioneer for Reforming the Economic System in 
China in an Overall Way 


The development of agricultural reform has caused 9 chain reaction to power- 
fully lash at industry, commerce, culture and education and science as well as 


the whole economic system. 


The system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households 


is a new form of cooperative economy and management and it required to be set 
up on the basis of the economic management system that is in line with it; 
it can in no way be returned to the old road of the old systen. 


Agricultural reform is commonly significant to the reforms of other trades 
and the whole economic system. 


First of all, the system of contracting agricultural output quotas to 
individual households has broken away from the system of integrating govern- 
ment administrztion with commune management and it demands separate administra- 
tion with enterprises and the organization of production and management 
according to the characteristics of socialized production. 


There are a number of shortcomings of rural people's communes in implementing 
the system of integrating administration with enterprises. Peasants said: 
"The prefectural CPC committee secretary is a team leader and all that he 

Says counts" to bind the initiative of the broad masses of peasants. Integra- 
tion of government administration with commune management is contradictory to 
the nature and function of collective ownership. But the system of 
contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households has enabled 
the rural cooperative economic organizations to get rid of subordinate status 
to political power at grassroots levels and to change the re!tations between 
peasant households, the collective and the state into economic relations of 
responsibility, autonomy and interest and no side has the privilege of merely 
exercising its rights and serving its interests without carrying out its 
obiigations and responsibilities. Thus the management autonomy of peasant 
households and the collective is fully guaranteed organizationally, legally 

and economically. [In addition, with the introduction of the system of 
contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households, peasants 

have demanded to develop transcommune and transproduction teams and transtrades 
specialization and coordination according to the characteristics of socialized 
production and voluntary and mutual interest. Under this situation, it is 

only natural that the situation of mutual blockad causea by administrative 
organizations and administrative regions cannot but be broken down. 


The various national economic departments in China, no matter whether they 
represent state economy or collective economy, basically represent the system 
of integrating administration with enterprises; production and circulation 

are organized according to administrative regions and administrative systems; 
enterprises belong to the governments at various levels and financial revenues 
and expenditures of these governments are directly linked with the profits 

of the enterprises and with management departments giving orders to enter- 
prises but are not responsible for the losses or profits of these enterprises. 
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Such integration is not in the interests of implementing an overall economic 
accounting and not in the interests of socialized prcduction and developing 
specialization and coordination of economic regions. With this integration, 
"official enterprises" have spread to serve the intiwrests of the building of 
political power and the improvement of the management of enterprises. It is 

a trend of development to divide administration from enterprises. Experiences 
in agricultural reforms have also served as examles in this aspect. 


Secondly, the implementation of the system of contracting agricultural 

output quotas to individual households has broken away from the planning 
system that is characterized by monolithic and mandatory planning regulation. 
This system demands the carrying out of planning regulation according to the 
characteristics of household cooperative economy of production teams and 
agricultural production. 


Doubtless socialist agriculture must implement planned economy. And it is 
also necessary at the present stage for the state to issue mandatory instruc- 
tions for the agricultural products that are related to the national economy 
and people's lives. But Comrade Hu Yaobang pointed out in his report to the 
12th CPC Congress: "In order to enable the economy to develop in a centralized, 
unified, and flexible way, it is imperative, according to needs, to carry out 
different forms of planned management,” "it is necessary to correctly define 
the sphere and limit of mandatory planning, guiding planning and regulation 

by market mechanism." (Hu Yaobang: "Collected Documents of the 12th CPC 
Congress,” “Create in an Overall Way a New Situation in Carrying Out the 
Socialist Modernization Program,” pp 24, 25). For a long period we carried 

out monolithic mandatory planning regulation in agriculture. Such a planning 
system is contradictory to the nature of the cooperative economy. First of 
all, the sphere and iimit of mandatory planning is decided by the nature of 

the ownership of the ownership of the target that is to be regulated. To 
regulate production by mandatory planning means in fact that the owners of the 
wweans of production and products are exercising their rights of ownership and 
arranging. An owner has the right to handle his means of production according 
to his will and consequently he has to be responsible for the loss and profit 
of those regulated and therefore he is able to handle the means of production 
and productivity. If compulsory planning regulation is operated against the 
means of production cf other laborers without being responsible for the eco- 
nomic consequences of this measure, this move will no doubt infringe upon the 
interests of the laborers. Engels pointed out: "When we have grasped state 
power, we can in no way resort to violence to deprive small peasants (it makes 
no difference whether there is compensation or not);" "we will in no way go 
against their will and forcibly interfere with the relations of their property." 
(Engels: "Selected Works of Marx and Engels," "The Peasant Question in France 
and Germany,” Vol 4, pp 310, 311). Therefore, from the point of view of 
principle, cooperative economy is exclusive to mandatory placaing regulation. 
At the same time, the characteristics of agricultural production have limited 
the sphere of application of mandatory planning. Unlike in industrial produc- 
tion, the targets of labor in agricultural production are living animals and 
plants and the results of labor production have their own law of growth; the 
process of agricultural production is directly subject to the role of naturai 
forces while people's production tools and technology can only adapt to natural 
conditions, and the influence of the law of the changes of these conditions on 








the growth of animals and plants; advanced technical measures and production 
tools will be able to display their roles effectively only when they are used by 
laborers in a way required by specific conditions. Agricultural productivity 

is still low in China, with agricultural production mainly carried out manually. 
Therefore it is difficult for any scientific mandatory plan to correctly 
appraise the differences in various natural conditions and no mandatory plan- 
ning is able to replace the initiative of agricultural laborers. 


Now, contract system has been popularized in our rural areas as an important 
link in reforming agricultural planning management. The contract first of 

all defines the respective obligations, responsibilities and interests of the 
State, collective and peasants. Any side that fails to implement the contract 
must bear responsibility legally and economically. Peasants have the right 

to refuse what is excluded from the contract. In this way, blind directives 
from above to grassroots levels can be prevented. Secondly, with contracts, 
the management autonomy of peasants can be fully guaranteed while it is also 
insured that the state will be able to implement planning regulation in 
agriculture effectively. Unlike mandatory planning, a contract does not 
specifically define the various goals for agricultural production; it only 
defines the volume of the agricultural products to be purchased by the state 
and agricultural tax. Although the sphere of mandatory planning is small, it 
in no way weakens the planning of agriculture. This is because when these 
goals are met, the agricultural products that are needed by the national eco- 
nomic and other departments and people's life will be guaranteed and therefore 
it is not necessary to arbitrarily expand or decrease the acreage for grain 
and other industrial crops. In addition, the contract takes into consideration 
the interest of the state, collective and peasants households. It defines in 
legal form the interests, rights and obligations of these three sides so as to 
avoid high goals, big purchasing volume and excessive retention and at the 
same time to prevent distributing and eating up, and considering only eating 
to the neglect of construction. There are many kinds of contracts, such as 
production contracts, contracts for the supply of the means of production for 
agricultural use, and sale-purchase contracts on agricultural products. These 
contracts condition and are related to each other to form a contract network 
that is in a position to include various links in agricultural production and 
various aspects of rural economy into planning. The contract system is in a 
position to combine mandatory planning with guiding planning and the role of 
economic levers, and it is more efficient than monolithic mandatory planning 
in displaying the role of planning regulation. This experience in agriculture 
can serve as a reference for the reforms of the planning systems of other 


departments. 


In addition, the system of contracting agricultural output quotas to 
individual households has broken away from the mode of socialist monolithic 
economic management, activated the economy and pointed out a direction for 
reforms of other departments. 


The management form that is basedon a certain ownership of the means of produc- 
tion represents amain aspect in the relations of production. In the early 
stages of human society, the relations of the ownership of the means of pro- 
duction were simple. Following the emergence of social division of labor and 
the development of the commodity economy, such relations have tended to become 














complicated; owners do not directly engage in production and management and 
those who are thus engaged are not necessarily the owners. Because of the 
difference in the relations of possession, arrangement and use, the same owner- 
ship may have different management forms. The various forms of management are 
a natural result of the development of productivity. 


With regard to the question whether the various management forms can exist in 
socialist public ownership, the answer from the founders of Marxism is posi- 
tive. Engels said that before making the transition to complete communist 
economy, all the “labor tools that are possessed by laborers cannot be pre- 
cluded from being leased." (Engels: "Selected Works of Marx and Engels," 

"On the Question of Housing," Vol 2, p 545) Following the October Revolution, 
Lenin worked out a new economic policy with two important contents of imple- 
menting the leasing system and reforming the economic accounting system of 

the existing enterprises to become an independent accounting units with sole 
responsibility for profit and loss. But for quite a long period, the tradi- 
tional concept in economic circles was that following basic completion of the 
reform of the sys the management form of the public economy tended to 
become monolithic, with the state managing state enterprises, people's com- 
munes managing their own and production teams doing theirs. And under the 
influence of "leftist" ideology, the viewpoint that proposed the introduction 
of various economic management forms was criticized as aiming at "disinte- 
grating public ownership." Yet practice proved that a single economic manage- 
ment form is not in the interest of activating the economy and making the best 
use of talents, materials and land. 


The introduction of the system of contracting agricultural output quotas 

to individual households has changed the monolithic management form of the 
socialist economy to various management forms and it is only natural to reform 
the management forms of other trades and departments. The ownership of coopera- 
tive commerce and industry in China was gradually upgraded after 1956 and the 
so-called "big collective" of small-scale industry and handicraft industry 

were also managed according to the management of state enterprises; consequent- 
ly, state management in the circulation sector was realized prior to that in 
the production sector, while rural areas lagged behind urban areas in realizing 
the ownership by the whole peopie. The monolithic state management form 
checked the initiative of laborers and caused inconvenience to people in 

their lives. The productivity and management form of retail commerce, service 
trades and handicraft industry are similar to that of agriculture, therefore 
the experiences in agriculture may be popularized according to specific condi- 
tions. Some units may introduce the method of replacing profit by tax, with 
sole responsibility for loss and profit; some others may use the method of 
contracting responsibilities to staff and workers collectively while some other 
units that are suitable for individual management may be put under the manage- 
ment of individual households or cooperative management. Experiments in various 
places have showed that this practice is a good remedy for curing the stubborn 
illness of "official commerce." 


The system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households 
has also broken away with the old mode of distribution and eliminated the 
shortcomings of “iron rice bowl" and the same big pot" to provide beneficial 
experience for reforms of the distribution system of the state economy. 








Following the introduction of the system of contracting agricultural 

output quotas to individual households, labor still represents the source 
for peasants to earn their living and to become rich, but it is not the 
standard mode of the distribution according to labor as imagined by Marx. 
we acknowledge that productivity bears a decisive role in the relations of 
production and that at the present stage, the socialist economic forms and 
the various management forms are determined by productivity, we must conse- 
quently uphold this viewpoint historical materialism, and acknowledge that 
the method of distribution will change following the development of produc- 
tivity. When Marx was referring to the distribution of the means of necessity 
of a "united body of free men," he said: "This method of distribution will 
change following the particular forms of social production body and the extent 
of historical development of the producers." (Marx: "Das Kapital," Vol l, 


p 95) 


If 


The system of contracting agricultural output quotas to individual households 
difters from a wage system and a labor day system. First, it accords with 

the characteristics of the household management with public ownership, that 
is, it maintains collective retention and abolishes collective equal distribu- 
tion. Production teams are no longer units with unified distribution. There 
is no process of unified distribution for the part "to be retained." With 
"kitchens" separately set up by households, the egalitarianism that can 

hardly be avoided in unified distribution is eliminated. Second, the system 
directly links labor payment with individual labor achievements and eliminates 
the so-called "good harvests irrespective of drought and floods" but it is 
able to guarantee the distribution under the principle of more work, more pay. 
During the contract period, the amount to be handed over to higher departments 
and to be retained is fixed while the part "to be retained" will change 
according to the used labor volume. If surplus labor time (the work for the 
collective) is fixed, the laborers can add the necessary labor time (to work 
for themselves) through prolonging labor time so as to increase their income; 
if the length of labor day and the absolute volume of surplus labor have been 
fixed, the laborers can change the proportion between the two parts of the 
labor day through increasing labor productivity to increase income. With big- 
scale contracts, there is no limit in individual income and therefore the 
initiative of the laborers can be fully mobilized while the potential for 
increasing output and income can be tapped. Third, big-scale contracts define 
the interest, right and obligation of peasants, the collective and state and 
the premise for any side to materialize its material interest is to carry out 
its obligation. All sides must bear economic and legal responsibilities for 
the consequences in implementing their rights. T'erefore big-scale contracts 
are in a position to consider the interest of the state, collective and 


peasants simultaneously. 


"Everybody eating from the same big pot" in fact means that part of the people 
win the fruits of the labor of the other part of the people without compensa- 
tion, and this situation represents the shortcomings of the old system. For 
other sectors, to eliminate the method of "everybody eating from the same 

big pot,” award the diligent and punish the lazy, it is imperative to learn 
from the experiences in agriculture and combine the distribution of labor 
achievements with the obligation, right and interest of all sides. Enter- 
prises may introduce the method of signing contracts for gradually increasing 
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Profits or of replacing profit with tax while workers and staff may implement 
various forms of flating wage system. 


Finally, the introduction of the system of contracting agricultural output 
quotas to individual households promotes the commodity rate of the agricultural 
economy, specialization, and combination in production and this system will 
eventually eliminate the self-sufficient and semi-self-sufficient natural 


economy. 


For a long time, rural areas in China could not get rid of the natural economic 
system that is characterized by "big and all-embracing" and "small but all- 
embracing.'' The setting up of people's communes and production teams accord- 
ing to administrative regions pushed the historically formed economic regions 
into a chaotic situation, cut off the relations among regions and trades and 
limited the development of specialization and coordination; the monolithic 
management method of taking “grain as the key" hindered the development of 
diversified economic management and commodity production to preclude people's 
communes and production teams from displaying their advantages according to 
their specific conditions. Politically, with such a natural economic systen, 
efforts to develop commodity production were regarded as heterodoxy while 
peasants were banned from "abandoning agriculture to engage in commerce." This 
system discarded division of labor and exchange and it has constituted an 
important reason for low agricultural economic efficiency, stagnation in pro- 
duction and peasants’ poor life. 


The introduction of the system of contracting agricultural output quotas 
to individual households in no way means to return to the "small but all-embrac- 
ing’ natural economic system. At present, it is impossible for family manage- 
ment to quickly change the situation of "small but all-embracing" but it has 
provided the necessity and possibility for agricultural production to realize 
specialization and socialization and improve commodity rate. A great number 
of specialized households and various forms of united organizations that have 
emerged in various places are in fact preliminary forms of specialization, 
socialization and improvement of commodity rate. 


The reform of agricultural economic system and economic structure have become 
a tremendous pressure and motive force for other departments. If we fail to 
overcome the contradictions between "departmental ownership" and "regional 
ownership" and socialized production, and to eliminate the situation of "small 
but all-embracing" and "big and all-embracing,"” and if we do not develop com- 
modity rate and commodity exchange in a big way, it is impossible to increase 
economic efficiency and accelerate production. 


The historical development of agriculture in China since the founding of the 
PRC is characterized by a tortuous path. Therefore it is natural for peasants 
to have chosen the system of contracting agricultural output quotas to 
individual households after long period of practice and comparison. Now agri- 
cultural reform has become an increasingly great motive force for other depart- 
ments [transmission garbled] the systems of other departments and the whole 
economic system will remain intact, putting agriculture, which interrelates 
with and conditions them and is part of the whole national economy, in a 
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contradictory position with other departments. As big-scale agricultural con- 
tracts are in line with the current productivity and the trend in the development 
of production, it is also therefore imperative for other trades to pay attention 
to the decisive role of productivity. Agricultural reform reflects the need of 
the law of the socialist planned commodity economy, and other sectors can in 

no way go against this trend. The correct way for other departments and the 
whole economic system is to follow the example of agriculture and carry out 
their own reforms. 


CSO: 4007/143 
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NATIONAL 


"JINGJI RIBAO' ON CONTRACT SYSTEM IN AGRICULTURE 
HK290718 Beijing JINGJI RIBAO in Chinese 20 Apr 83 p l 


[Article by Zhou tui [0719 1920], first secretary of Nei Monggol Autonomous 
Regional CPC Committee: "Grasp Firmly Two Things of the Production Responsi- 
bility System for Agricultural and Stockbreeding Areas"] 


[Text] The production responsibility system has been implemented for the last 
5 years in Nei Monggol's agricultural and stockbreeding areas with outstanding 
achievements. Last year, the production of grain, oil and beet, the total 
amount of livestock, the area of afforestation, the total output value of agri- 
cultural and industrial production and the average personal income of peasants 
and herdsmen all reached the best level in history. 


However, we must soberly assess the situation that there are still arduous 
tasks ahead regarding the stabilization and perfection of the production re- 
sponsibility system in the agricultural and stockbreeding areas. The work of 


reform is only beginning. 


We should also grasp two things well. The first thing is called "all-sidedness," 
or "contracted responsibility" in all fields of production in the countryside 
and the stockbreeding areas. This should apply to the production of grain, the 
production in animal husbandry, afforestation and the production of vegetables 
in the suburbs. The system of contracted responsibility with payment linked to 
output should also be implemented in fields such as the enterprises of brigades 
and production teams, the construction of the grasslands, the cultivation of 
barren hills and slopes, water areas, state-run agricultural and stockbreeding 
farms and related scientific research and popularization departments, and 
schools and hospitals in agricultural and stockbreeding areas. Toward the end 
of last year, we boldly carried out experiments such as "contracted responsi- 
bilities on a household basis" for the production of vegetables in the suburban 
areas and for forestry production, and contracts for joint production stations 
at various levels and agricultural heuseholds; all of them attained initial 
results. To implement various forms of responsibility systems in all produc- 
tion fields in the countryside and stockbreeding areas is a natural tendency 

of the development of the objective situation, as is also the intensification 
of the responsibility systems in broader fields. It will further promote the 
development of the productive forces in agricultural and stockbreeding areas. 
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The second thing is called "perfection." That is, the “contracted responsi- 
bilities" should be conducted more efficiently and more scientifically. All 
forms of systems of contracted responsibilities should gradually realize the 
following objectives: Give better play to the potential of natural resources 
and the labor force, and further lower the level of consumption for all kinds 
of production costs; timely and rationally popularize and utilize the achieve- 
ments in science and technology; implement in an all-round way family planning 
programs of the party; develop continuously the new socialist relationship 
between man and man and between different nationalities with particular refer- 
ence to unity, mutual assistance, civility and mamnuers; make greater and 
greater contributions to the country, and gradually develop public welfare for 
the collective; and make the lives of the peoples of various nationalities be- 
come more happy and prosperous year after year. 


In a word, in the current work of reform, production responsibility systems 
in agricultural and stockbreeding areas should be continuously developed and 
consolidated. We should not rest content with the achievements already 
attained, nor should we make light of the tasks lying ahead. We should march 
on to develop the range and quality of production, make steady progress con- 
tinuously and strive to scale greater heights. 


CSO: 4007/140 
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NATIONAL 


"RENMIN RIBAO' DISCUSSES AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
HK281418 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 27 Apr 83 p 3 


{From the "Forum" column by Li Chang [2621 2490]: "Unity of Opposites in Agri- 
cultural Production" ] 


[Text] Recently, some comrades in Beijingwho are engaged in the study of 
natural dialectics, in their discussion of agricultural development strategy, 
have raised the issues of the unity of opposites in agricultural production 
and the differing chracteristics obtaining in different areas. I would like 
to put forward a few opinions to share in these comrades’ exploration. 


Agriculture constitutes the process of reproducing living things, promoted by 
workers. From the point of view of the growth of living things, this repre- 
sents the unity of opposites between biological and environmental factors. 
But as to how to bring about this unity of opposites, different problems 
occur in different areas: 


In the first sort of area, this unity of opposites between biological and en- 
vironmental factors is to be achieved in arable farming. The flourishing 
situation in our agriculture over the past few years may be attributed pri- 
marily to the series of agricultural policies implemented since the 3d Plenary 
Session of the llth CPC Central Committee, in particular the economic respon- 
sibility system linking remuneration to output (the contract system) which, 
under the guidance of state planning, has given the broad masses of peasants 
autonomy in management and the right to more work for more pay: this has in 
turn greatly aroused their enthusiasm for production. At the same time, this 
autonomy has enabled them to correct the mistaken practices of “cutting every- 
thing with the same knife," and planting the same sort of crop no matter how 
poor the harvest. They have gradually readjusted the overall arrangements for 
crop planting, suited measures to local conditions, planted crops to suit the 
land, and thereby achieved a unity of opposites between biological and environ- 


mental factors. 


There exist many lively, gratifying examples in this respect. Some counties, 
impoverished for decades, have in 3 or 4 years turned the situation around, 

and are now on the road to prosperity. For instance the well-known areas of 
Chu County in Anhui Province, Shandong's Lxuibei, Wei and Wuqiao Counties in 
Hebei, and Minquan and Lankao in Henan, have all seen great changes in their 
agricultural production over the past few years. This is because of suiting 
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measures to local conditions when planting crops. “Local conditions" means 
environmental factors, and “suiting” means readjusting the overall arrangements 
for crop planting, that is, planting crops suited to each area's environment, 
and thereby achieving the unity of opposites between biological and environ- 
mental factors. In this way, though the area planted with grain has shrunk 
somewhat, grain output has risen markedly. 


Naturally, in farming and livestock areas, grain growing is the main part of 
agriculture, and its level of production must be maintained and raised. Facts 
show that under conditions of maintaining a certain area for grain growing, 
because the peasants have become more prosperous, they are able to buy more 
seeds, fertilizer, pesticides, and farm tools, and at the same time they can 
invest more work and thinking such that there even appear specialized grain- 
growing households; and with this intensificationof crop growing, it is pos- 
sible to raise the per capita grain output within certain limits. 


The question now is, among our country's 2,000 and more counties, are there 

still areas in which the problem of achieving a unity of opposites between bio- 
logical and environmental factors in crop growing has not yet been solved? For 
those counties in which this is the case, I believe it to be a pressing task to 
plant crops by suiting measures to local conditions in order to turn every area 


from poverty to prosperity. 


In the second sort of area, the agricultural structure must be readjusted, the 
situation of insufficient forest and livestock changed, and a rational propor- 
tion established between agriculture (in its narrow sense), forestry, and ani- 
mal husbandry (aquatics). In this way a unity of opposites may be achieved 
within the agricultural ecosystem. There are at present many areas in which 
the overall arrangements for crop growing have been readjusted and the per unit 
grain area output is by no means low; how, then, are we to further develop 
agricultural production? It would seem that expanding the production of grain 
should be carried out in low- and medium-yield areas. Those areas where a high 
yield has already been achieved should, on the basis of a clear investigation 
into their natural agricultural resources, go all out to develop animal husband- 
ry and forestry (also fruit, mulberry trees, hemp, tea, tung trees, flowers and 
plants, and so on) so as to bring into play the entire function of the agricul- 


tural ecosystem. 


This is because when a good basis has already been achieved in agricultural 
production and all arable farming, the way to increase economic results is to 
develop breeding. For instance, dairy cows, dair, goats, rabbits, poultry, 
fish and so on, and economic forests and fuel forests along with agriculture, 
forestry and animal husbandry goes the speedy development of agricultural side- 
line production and processing, but I shall not discuss that here). Further- 
more, the development of forestry and animal husbandry creates favorable con- 
ditions for the maintenance and growth of arable farming. Another point is 
that the past concentration solely on grain meant that the mountain, grassland, 
river bank and coastal regions were ignored, and await exploitation. For this 
reason, some comrades say that agriculture has previously been lacking as re- 
gards mountain and water areas, and they must now study the "management of 
mountains and seas." 
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[HK281420] In agricultural structure, since the “good points” of each area 
ditfer tremendously, meticulous planning and preparation must be carried out 
and plans drawn up, so as to fully exploit the advantages of each region's 
natural resx irces and achieve the finest economic results. However, the work 
done in the cientific experimental base areas (counties) by the agricultural 
modernization department of the Chinese Academy of Sciences over the past few 
years shows that while the work of organizing scientific and technological per- 
sonnel in Che relevant fields to do investigations of natural resources is 
carried out very well, hard work still has to be done to draw up a comprehen- 
sive plan for the economic development of the whole of each county. It would 
seem that to make a comprehensive investigation of an area's agricultural econ- 
omy as a whole, to carry out meticulous overall planning, to form a superior 
ecosystem, and thereby strengthen its overall function, is a great and arduous 
task. Although overall planning is difficult to carry out, nevertheless, "syn- 
thesis is creation.” Overall planning for an area's development is a new sub- 
ject in management science--this mission of social engineering urgently requires 
painstaking investigation by many scientists and willing youths. The way to 
make the transition is to organize the relevant specialists in the scientific 
and technological fields to tackle key problems together. 


The third sort of area must prevent and cure problems arising due to improper 
agricultural and industrial practices, problems such as soil erosion, wind ero- 
sion, and pollution of air and water, and guarantee an ecological balance 
between the inhabitants and the naturai environment. 


People are also living things. In the development of human society, there also 
exists the problem of the unity of opposite between biological and environmen- 
tal factcrs; in our socialist society we must make an even more conscious 
effort to solve this problem. Some areas of our country still have quite seri- 
ous conditions. For instance, in our northern arid regions (whose annual rain- 
fall is below 400 millimeters), such as Nei Monggol, Ningxia and Gansu, there 
are about 80 counties (banners) in which, due to the increase in population, 
the continued habit of cutting vegetation and burning to plant crops, the in- 
crease in reclaimed land, and excessive firewood-gathering and cattle-grazing, 
the grasslands are shriaking. Having spent a long time doing field work, our 
country's scientists have achieved certain practical and theoretical results 
from their investigations, and have made some initial achievements. It is now 
highly urgent for the relevant leading departments to grasp the organizational 
work for controlling the desert. Another example is that in some areas slash- 
and=-burn cultivation is still practiced, and when this is added to the practice 
of some peasants and even industrial enterprises using wood as fuel, and some 
people wantonly felling trees and stealing the timber to sell, the result is a 
serious decrease of forest area, causing damage to the ecosystem and a worsen- 
ing of the environment. We should try every means to save the forests, build 
them, fell trees only in a planned way, and establish a new ecological balance, 
sO as to make our country a pleasant place for our descen ants to live in. 


Another thing we must remind ourselves of is that some relatively well-developed 
areas with superior economies nevertheless face the problem of air and water 
pollution. Ways must be found to control the existing pollution in a planned 
way and by no means must we follow that disastrous road again. 
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NATIONAL 


PROPER INTEGRATION OF FARMING OPERATIONS URGED 
OW241802 Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 0200 GMT 21 Apr 83 


[Text] ZHONGGUO NONGMIN BAO for 21 April carries an editorial entitled: 
"Correctly Understand Unified Operation and Do a Good Job in Serving Production.’ 


The editorial says: Following the widespread implementation of the production 
responsibility system of linking remuneration to output in the rural areas, the 
former system of a highly concentrated and unified operation has been changed 
into a system with both unified and decentralized management. In other words, 
it is an integration of unification and decentralization. In order to further 
improve the present system of linking remuneration to output, we must correct- 
ly handle the relationship between unification and decentralization. It is 
very important that we correctly understand the word unification. Unification 
in production means bringing decentralized production into line with the state 
production plan according to the objective demand. However, we must clearly 
understand that we should realize unification through providing various kinds 
of services to the commune members and activating the rural economy. We must 
not follow the old method of binding commune members together in doing produc- 
tion work and distribution and dampening their enthusiasm. 


We should organize the present communes and production brigades to sign con- 
tracts with commune members and provide irrigation, machinery and technical 
services for commune members based on the contracts. In this way, we will be 
able to unify various production links. This kind of unification can fully 
develop the productivity formed since the implementation of the cooperating 
system, give full play to the advantages of the collective and be readily 


accepted Ly commune members. 


The editorial says: At present, specialized farm..g families are developing 
rapidly. This shows that a period of great development in socialist commercial 
production has begun in the rural areas. The commune members’ commercial pro- 
duction is a link in the course of social reproduction. Its whole process is 
not divorced from serving the society. We should improve the present manage- 
ment system and guide commune members to voluntarily cooperate in production. 
We should organize various forces to establish commercial credit, transporta- 
tion and technical services to promote the rural economy. In fact this is also 


a kind of unification. 
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In conclusion, the editorial says: In order to properly integrate centralized 
and decentralized farming operations, certain control is still necessary. In 
places where unified accounting is still in fore, we should particularly de- 
velop a better system and methods. Control includes various means. In the 
future we should mainly rely on economic means and stress providing better 
services for commune members. 


In the past, some of our comrades thought that control meant concentrating all 
power into their own hands, carrying out work according to administrative or- 
ders and having the majority obey the subjective will of a few people. As a 
result, the practice hampered the initiative of the masses and obstructed the 
development of production. We must draw a lesson from this past practice. 


In the future we should provide more services for commune members and unite 
them through those services. We should link decentralized production with the 
state production plan so that the production responsibility system of linking 
remuneration to output may be further improved on a stable base. 


cso: 4007/140 
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NATIONAL 


*RENMIN RIBAO' ON PROTECTING SOIL FERTILITY 
HK261255 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 24 Apr 83 p 2 
[Commentator's article: "Protect and Increase Soil Fertility"] 


[Text] By improving soil and regulating rivers and watercourses, Lianshui 
County of Jiangsu Province has achieved initial success in changing its status 
as a county with infertile land and low yield. The county's grain output has 
been steadily rising for 8 successive years. The practice of Lianshui County 
has showed that the protection and improvement of soil fertility to increase 
the per-unit-area output is an important step toward fulfilling the goal of 
agricultural development in our country. 


Both the area of our country's cultivated land and its arable land reserves 
are limited. Our cultivated land area per capita is less than a third of the 
world level. Two-thirds of our existing arable land is low-yield and medium- 
yield land. The low output of our land can be attributed to its poor quality-- 
"the land in the southern part of the country is of acid type, that in the 
northern part is of alkaline type, while the northwestern part is covered by 
desert." Although we have achieved great success in improving soil fertility 
since the founding of the PRC, our work in soil improvement remains, generally 
speaking, a weak link. To transform medium- and low-yield land into high- and 
stable-yield land step by step and increase our crop production by a wide mar- 
gin is a task of great importance to eliminating poverty in low output areas 
and to creating a new situation in our country's agricultural production. 


Soil is the basis for agriculture. Protecting and increasing the fertility of 
land and thus maintaining a sustaining high yield potential of soil is a part 
of the long-term farmland improvement groundwork. We must not only make ef- 
forts to improve low-yield land, but must also pa, attention to the protection 
and increase of the fertility of high-level land. Nowadays, in quite a lot of 
places, as people have taken little care of, or simply overlooked, the mainte- 
nance of soil fertility, ignore soil protection and improvement, reduced green 
manure and organic fertilizers, and inappropriately applied chemical fertili- 
zers; soil fertility has been lowered, more and more land has been turned into 
sandy land or marshland, and secondary salination of soil is becoming more and 
more serious. As a result, agricultural production has been decreased. We 
should draw a profound lesson from these facts. 
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In our effort to improve soil, we must implement more stable and relaxed poli- 
cies and depend on the vast number of peasants and our agroscientists and tech- 
nicians. Our country has a long history in agriculture, and the peasants have 
rich experience in soil improvement, application of fertilizers, and meticulous 
farming. Since the founding of the PRC, our agroscientists and technicians 
throughout the country have also developed some new experiences which fit local 
conditions, by summing up the old experiences of the masses. These experiences, 
which have been proved effective, must be popularized throughout the country. 
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NAT LONAL 


BRIEFS 


COMMERCIAL GRAIN BASES' CONTRIBUTION--Nanjing, 13 Apr (XINHUA)--Known as the 
newly emerging commercial grain bases, the eight prefectures and cities (Huai- 
yun, Xuzhou, Chuxian, Fuyang, Caohu, Nanyang, Zhoukou and Jian) in the four 
provinces of Jiangsu, Anhui, Henan and Jiangxi last year sold a total of 10.4 
billion jin of commercial grain to the state, it was learned from the national 
grain production discussion meeting currently being held in Jiangsu's Xuzhou. 
Attending this meeting are representatives of new and old commercial grain 
bases. The figures of the total of 10.4 billion jin and the average per capita 
contributions of 199 jin both double the 1978 records. The eight new commer- 
cial grain bases were historically low output areas before the production re- 
sponsibility system was introduced. [0W270207 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 


in Chinese 0040 GMT 13 Apr 83 OW] 


CsO: 4007/140 


22 














ANHUI 


BRIEFS 


INCREASED GRAIN ACREAGE-—Anhui Province has increased acreage for grain by 
1.3 million mu this year. In line with market needs and actual conditions, 
the province has reduced the acreage for rape and flue-cured tobacco. The 
acreage for early rice alone has been increased by 700,000 mu over last year. 
[0OW270141 Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1000 GMT 16 Apr 83 OW] 


CsO: 4007/140 
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GANSU 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL YIELDS--Statistics recently compiled show that Linze County 

scored Gansu's highest grain yield ]>-st year, with an average of 773 jin per 

mu. In cotton, the best performance was recorded by Dunhuang County, with 124 
jin per mu. Minqgin County had the highest yield of oil-bearing crops, with an 
average of 475 jin per mu. Dunhuang County scored the highest agricultural out- 
put value per capita, the figure being 356.6 yuan. Wuwei County contributed 

the most grain to the state by selling a total of 170 million jin. [HK290020 
Lanzhou Gansu Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 22 Apr 83 HK] 
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HEILONGJIANG 


PROMOTION OF SPRING PLOWING URGED 
SK260914 Harbin HEILONGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 31 Mar 83 p l 


[Commentary: "Reform Gives Impetus to the Preparatory Work for Spring 
Plowing" ] 


[Excerpts] At present, with deep reform focusing on setting up and perfecting 
the system of contract responsibility with payment linked to output, the peo- 
ple in our province's rural areas are in high spirits, preparations for spring 
plowing are going full steam ahead and the situation in production is better 


than ever. 


Reflecting the concrete situation, some localities that do not carry out the 
responsibility system or do not thoroughly carry it out, are slow in preparing 
for spring plowing and have more problems--they are short of draught animals 
and slow in repairing machines, the delivery of manure is blocked, measures 
for increasing production are reduced and households have difficulties in 


production. 


Facing this situation, some comrades are worried, doubt if the pace or reform 
is fast enough and worry they will fail to accomplish the cultivation work 
this year. Some comrades suggest making slow progress in reforms or not con- 
ducting the reforms until accomplishing cultivation work. We may understand 
their worries and suggestions, though they are not right. 


Reform is the will of the people. Im recent years, along with the development 
of rural reforms of the country, the peasants in our province have eagerly de- 
manded changing the practice of “eating from the same big pot." Therefore, 

the system of contract responsibility linked to output has been developed at 
full speed. The development of the system is carried out and easily settled 
when conditions are ripe, not in a rush manner without any mental preparations. 


Through careful analyses, we can understand that delays in preparations for 
spring plowing in some localities are not due to reform; to the contrary, they 


are affected by slow progress in reform. 


Dialectics show that we should attend to key contradictions in work. Reform 
plays the leading role in eliminating the contradictions between reform and 


preparations for spring plowing. 
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Certainly, all localities where the preparations for spring plowing are slow 
do not face the same difficulties. So they should take measures in line with 
local situations. Reform is a general task and regarded as a central link. 
Once reform is grasped, all problems in preparation for spring plowing can be 
readily solved. We should master this method. 


CSO: 4007/140 
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HUNAN 


BRIEFS 


GRAIN PRODUCTION--Changsha, 6 Apr (XINHUA)--Hunan Province's total grain out- 
put in 1982 was 4.1 billion jin more than in 1981. This year, the province's 
grain output is planned to increase by 2 to 3 percent over 1982. Currently, 

more than 29.4 million mu of land has been planted to early rice, an increase 
of 1.02 million mu over last year. [0W270249 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 


in Chinese 0037 GMT 6 Apr 83 OW] 


CSO: 4007/140 
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JILIN 


MARKETABLE GRAIN BASE COUNTIES DESIGNATED 
SK270845 Changchun Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 1030 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[Text] A ceremony for signing an agreement on building marketable grain base 
counties in Jilin Province was held in Changchun this afternoon. Attending 
were provincial party and government leading comrades, including Zhao Xiu and 
Huo Mingguang, responsible comrades of relevant provincial departments and 
responsible comrades of various prefectures and counties. Comrade Wang 
Jiping presided over the ceremony. 


At the national forum on marketable grain bases held last December, our pro- 
vince's Yushu, Nongan, Dehui, Lishu, Huaide and Fuyu Counties were designated 
as the state's first group of experimental marketable grain base counties. 
From 1983 to 1985, the state will invest 5 million yuan in each of these coun- 
ties. The investments will be linked to grain production. The state will 
procure 5 jin of grain for 1 yuan of investment. The state will invest a total 
of 30 million yuan in these six counties, which in turn will turn in 150 mil- 
lion jin more grain to the state each year from 1985 to 1990 on the basis of 
their grain procurement quotas, which are to remain unchanged for 3 years. 
They will turn in 900 million jin more grain to the state in the 6 years. The 
counties are to be held economically responsible for the province and the 
province, by the central authorities. 


On behalf of the provincial government, Comrade Huo Mingguang signed the agree- 
ment. Heads of the six counties also signed. 


Comrade Zhao Xiu spoke and stressed that the six state-designated marketable 
grain base counties should produce grain, economic results, experiences and 
talented people to make greater contributions to the state. Another 20-odd 
counties have also been designated as the province's marketable grain base 
counties. They should firmly attend to grain production. Counties that are 
not marketable grain base counties can also designate marketable grain base 
communes and communes, marketable grain base brigades. All localities should 
exert great efforts to develop specialized grain households so as to extend 
the building of marketable grain bases in selected areas to large areas. In 
the course of building marketable grain bases, we should greatly develop the 
diversified economy so that the diversified economy and grain production will 
condition and promote each other. The provincial party committee and govern- 
ment have decided to establish a leading group for the construction of market- 
able grain base counties to strengthen the leadership over this work. 


CSO: 4007/140 
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NEI MONGGOL 


LINHE COUNTY REFORMS COMMUNE SYSTEM 
SK260040 Hohhot Nei Monggol Regional Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 25 Apr 83 


[Text] Reform of the commune system is being vigorously carried out in Linhe 
County. At present, 20 people's communes in the county have separated govern- 
ment administration from commune management and have set up township party com- 
mittees, governments and agriculture-industry-commerce integrated companies. 


Linhe County is an experimental unit for the commune system reform in our re- 
gion. This year. Bayannur League and Linhe County have dispatched some 200 
cadres to form system reform work teams to publicize such systems among com- 
munes and brigades in the rural areas. At present, those 20 townships under 
reform have established township people's party committees and each has one 
secretary and one deputy secretary. For the people's governments, each town- 
ship has set up one township head and two deputy heads. For the agriculture- 
industry-commerce integrated companies, each township has set up one manager 
and two to three deputy managers. After separation, leading cadres do not 


hold concurrent posts. 


With the reform of the commune system, the number of principal responsible 
comrades of the party and government leading bodies of townships throughout 
the county has been reduced from the previous 118 persons to 97 persons, and 
their average age is 38. Those with college or secondary vocational educa- 
tions have increased from the previous 30.4 percent to the present 41.5 per- 
cent. At present, reform of grassroots organs is being carried out in Linhe 


County. 
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NEI MONGGOL 


BRIEFS 


INCLEMENT WEATHER CIRCULAR--On 26 April, the regional people's government 
issued an emergency circular, urging all localities to take strict precautions 
against sudden snowstorms and cold rain. The circular notes: According to a 
long-term weather forecast by Nei Monggol Meteorological Observatory, this 
early spring is dry and has many heavy winds. Winter frost and freezing sea- 
sons in most areas are longer. Cold air comes frequently. There will be snow- 
storms and cold rains two or three times, which will harm livestock production 
and the work of combating drought and insuring livestock breeding. The circu- 
lar urges: Leaders at all levels should have sufficient ideological prepara- 
tions for sudden spring cold and snowstorms and should eliminate the idea of 
leaving things to chance and the fear of difficulty. Efforts should be made to 
keep close contacts with local meteorological observatories and keep informed 
on weather changes in a timely manner. If the temperature drops and stow- 
storms and rain come, we should immediately inform all communes and groups and 
households engaged in Livestock breeding. The circular also stresses: We 
should attend to managing herds of livestock well and further implement and 
perfect the production responsibility system to raise the level of grazing 
management. [Text] [SK280952 Hohhot Nei Monggol Regional Service in Mandarin 


1100 GMT 27 Apr 83] 
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NINGXIA 


"NINGXIA RIBAO' ON RELAXING RURAL ECONOMIC POLICY 
HK270820 Yinchuan NINGXIA RIBAO in Chinese 14 Apr 83 p 1 


["Regulations of Ningxia Regional CPC Committee and People's Government on a 
Number of Problems Concerning Further Carrying Out Flexible Economic Policies 
in Rural Areas (tentative draft)--adopted on 1 March 1983") 


[Text] In order to conscientiously implement the spirit of the directive of 
the CPC Central Committee, that is, the directive on "Certain problems con- 
cerning the present rural economic policies" and to further develop the new 
situation in agriculture, and in light of the actual conditions of our region, 
additional stipulations have been specially formulated as follows: 


l. The system of contracted responsibilities with payment linked to output 
with the overall contract system, which is highly versatile, as the main form 
in our region must be stabilized and further perfected and upgraded, and no 
restrictions should be imposed any longer, such as some places not being 
allowed to carry out this responsibility system. Of course, the demand of the 
masses of the people for introducing the other forms of the responsibility 
system should also be allowed. 


State-owned farms, forestry centers, stock farms and fishing grounds (includ- 
ing the farms run by institutions, factories and mines) must also vigorously 
implement the system of contracted responsibilities with payment linked to 


output. 


2. Herculean efforts must be exerted to develop the areas irrigated by the 
Huanghe River and encourage commune members to open up wasteland. Under the 
unified planning of the communes and their subdivisions and in line with the 
principle of voluntary participation and with the possibility of the labor 
force of every household undertaking task assignments, the underdeveloped 

land which is suitable for farming should be divided among the commune men- 
bers to be tilled. The right of such land goes to the collective and those who 
farm it will benefit therefrom. The leasing and reselling of cultivated waste- 
land are not allowed. In opening up wasteland, damage of natural resources, 
such as timberland, grassland, fishing lakes and reed-growing lakes is not 
allowed. The trees planted onthe "four sides" and owned by the communes and 
their subdivisions which are not convenient to be operated by the collective 
should be sold and run by the commune members at the market price but wanton, 
unauthorized felling of them is not permitted. The places in the "four sides" 
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which have not yet been turned green should be divided among the commune men- 
bers who will plant trees on them and those who plant trees will own and have 
the right of succession over them. However, the cultivation, felling and reno- 
vating of farmland forest belts must be subject to the unified regulations of 
the construction of forest belts. 


With regard to the large tracts of wasteland in the areas irrigated by the 
Huanghe River, the most important thing to do is to organize in a guided, 
planned and orderly way and on the basis of voluntary participation, the 
commune members of part of the communes and their subdivisions in mountain 
areas which have poor production conditions and have been for long years in 
strained circumstances to develop them and arrangements should also be made 
for the commune members of a section of the production teams in the areas 
irrigated by the Huanghe River which have limited arable land and a huge 


population. 


On the premise of not disrupting the ecological vegetation and of benefiting 
water and soil conservation of the mountain areas, and under unified planning, 
wasteland, waste slopes, waste furrows, barren hills should be divided among 
the commune members. They are encouraged to plant trees and grow grass on 

them with no restrictions on their quantity. The right to use them must also 
be defined. Those who farm the land will possess it and are allowed to inherit 
it. This should remain unchanged for a long time. First of all, the furrows, 
moats and gorges which are near to the villages should be divided among the 
commune members who are requested to plant trees and grow grass on them. The 
division of the furrows, moats and gorges should be carried out by adopting the 
method of self-assessment and public discussion and in accordance with the 
capacities of the labor force of various households undertaking task assign- 
ments, and no egalitarian distribution should be practiced in this respect. 
Those commune memoers who plant trees and grow grass must be appropriately sub- 
sidized according to the rules and regulations as stipulated. 


3. Encouragement and active support must be given to specialized households 
(households doing specialized jobs). With the development of diversified 
undertakings and division of labor according to specialization, some special- 
ized households will no longer contract out cultivated land, that is, "leaving 
the land but not the home village." This is the inexorable trend of develop- 
ment of rural commodity production. We must support it and adopt diverse 
methods for meeting these households" needs for farm produce and sideline 
products, such as grain ration. At present the majority of specialized 
households still contract for cultivated land and whey should not be forced 

to follow the practice of “leaving the land but not the home village." It is 
necessary to develop vigorously the fodder-processing industry and support 

the development of the households specialized in breeding by taking the method 
that the state, the collective and the individual simultaneously make con- 
certed efforts in handling agricultural affairs. In dealing with the house- 
holds specialized in breeding, the state should adopt contract methods, enthu- 
siastically provide them with compound fodder and supply them with feed at 
negotiated price so as to make things convenient for the users. 
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[HK270822 We must vigorously suppurt diverse economic combinations. They can 
be a combination between different peasant households or a combination between 
multiform ownership systemsi; they can be a combination of production links or a 
combination of supply, storage and transport and technical services; they can 
be a combination of labor and technology or a combination of labor and funds; 
ind they can be a regional combination or a transregional combination. All 
combinations irrespective of forms must be formed in accordance with the prin- 
ciple of voluntary participation and mutual benefit, accept state plans and 
guidance, implement the system of democratic management, adhere to collective 
accumulation and public retention, carry out distribution according to work or 
give priority to distribution according to work while practicing a certain por- 
tion of distribution of dividends according to share capital. 


4, Labor exchange between differeat peasant households and the hiring of casu- 
al laborers by the family whose members have lost the ability to work or lack 
labor force is allowed and the hiring of seasonal workers or specialized or 
skilled workers by the cocperative economic units is also allowed. Rural indi- 
vidual industrial and commercial households and rural experts in the farming 
and breeding industries are allowed to hire helpers; and those who have a mas- 
tery of fairly high-level technology or possess special skills are allowed to 
take on apprentices. In regard to excessive hiring of helpers and training of 
apprentices, attention should be paid, rather than this being rashly banned, to 
conducting investigation and study and guide it along its course of development 
so that it can develop into different forms of the cooperative economy. In 
hiring helpers and taking on apprentices, it is encouraged to make a contract 
bet-veen the two parties concerned, stipulating the rights, commitments, time 
limit and payment of the parties concerned and the contract should be subject 
to the appraisal and verification of the local industrial and commercial admin- 
istrative departments. 


5. Peasant individuals or integrated peasant households are allowed to buy 
large and medium-sized farming machines and implements, such as tractors and 
other vehicles. The existing collectively-owned large and medium-sized farm- 
ing macnires and implements, such as tractors and other vehicles can continu- 
ously be put under a specialized contract system or can be sold at the market 
price to individua) commune members or integrated peasant households for their 
own disposal and use. State-owned enterprises and establishments and collec- 
tive units are not allowed to sell their cars and tractors; they should be 
replaced for the peasants. The use of the large and medium-sized tractors and 
cars bought by peasant individuals or integrated peasant households for busi- 
ness is allowed. The departments concerned must grant them license plates and 
supply them with oil and in the meantime, tighten traffic control and strength- 
en the management over the transportation of goods for business use. 


The practice of contracting out to commune members the sheep collectively owned 
by the communes and their subdivisions can be continued, under which, while 
guaranteeing the capital and its value, the portion of added value is wholly 
turned over to the commune members, and the sheep collectively owned by the 
communes and their subdivisions can also be sold at the market price to the 
commune members for their own breeding. However, damage or losses incurred in 
the breeding of sheep and on collective property is definitely not allowed. 
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The fruit trees collectively owned by the communes and their subdivisions can 


be handled in accordance with the above-mentioned methods. The collectively 
owned idle houses, storehouses, offices and the factory buildings and publicly 
used houses of the suspended enterprises can be used by public cultural and 
welfare undertakings or be leased out to the commune member individuals for 
them to run various types of enterprises and establishments; and those build- 
ings which are really unable to be used any longer can be pulled down and 
removed and the materials can be kept by the collective for other purposes or 
sold to the commune members. 


While selling at the market price to the commune members the collectively owned 
large and medium-sized farming machines and implements, such as tractors, cars, 
sheep and fruit trees, we must be evenhanded, make rational evaluation in terms 
of money and return the money paid for the things purchased to the collective 


at regular intervals. 


6. The system of the people's commune must be restructured, such that govern- 
ment administration and economic management are separated. Apart from the ex- 
perimental units of the region and of the two prefectures and cities where the 
reform system of the people's commune is being carried out, all counties must 
conduct the experimental work of reforming the system of the people's commune 
at a selected commune and strive to carry out, after summing up experience, the 
reform in all areas this winter and next spring in a prepared and orderly way. 
Before government administration and economic management are separated, all 
communes and their subdivisions must conscientiously take on the administrative 
functions which they should bear and insure the normal proceeding of the state 
power work and various types of production work. 


[HK270824] In the course of reforming the system of the people's commune, the 
enterprises run by the communes and their subdivisions must be seriously pro- 
tected and not be weakened, still less be sabotaged and dispersed at will. The 
commune- and brigade-run enterprises must be earnestly readjusted and reorgan- 
ized so that they can fully use local resources and continue to enrich them- 
selves and develop. Appropriate measures should be adopted to sell the 
commune- and brigade-run enterprises which are really not suitable for being 
operated under unified management to the commune members or integrated peasant 


households at the market price for their own management. 


7. On condition of the unified planning of the devartments concerned of the 
region and of protecting state natural resources, the commune members or inte- 
grated peasant households are allowed to collect and transport sandstone and 
to operate lime kilns. While unified planning is observed and no damage is 
made on cultivated land, with the approval of the county departments concerned 
or the communes, the commune member individuals or integrated peasant house- 
holds are allowed to run brickyards. 


8. Further efforts should be made to relax the purchase and marketing policies 
for farm produce and sideline products and gradually reduce the number of pro- 
duct varieties under state-assigned purchase. Vegetables and sheep should be 
turned from major farm and sideline products under state monopoly purchase and 
marketing into commodities which are not subjected to unified purchase and 
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marketing by the state and they can be purchased and marketed at negotiated 
price. The departments concerned should formulate concrete methods for giv- 
ing preferential treatment to the Hui people in the cities and towns in mut- 
ton supply. The tasks of purchasing the farm produce and sideline products 
which are still put under state unified purchase and assigned purchase must 
be fulfilled. The peasants are allowed to sell and buy, through many chan- 
nels, the grain, oil, Chinese wolfberries, pigs, and so on, after fulfillment 
of tasks of state unified purchase and assigned purchase and the products 
which are not subjected to state unified and assigned purchase; state-owned 
commerce must vigorously carry out the business of selling and buying products 
it negotiated price, participate in regulation by market mechanism and may 
help promote the sale of the above-mentioned products. The supply and mar- 
keting cooperatives and other rural cooperative commercial organizations as 
well as peasant individuals are allowed to process and market the above- 
mentioned products whether by retail or wholesale, and to transport goods for 
sale over long distance. The multichanneled sale of grain and the transport- 
ing of grain for sale out of the counties or the region should be carried out 


with the county as the unit after the tasks of state purchase and excess pur- 
chase have been fulfilled. 


The reform of the system of the supply and marketing cooperatives must be 
speeded up. With the exception of the pilot projects in the counties and 
communes which the region is conducting, all prefectures and counties must 
conduct experiments in selec «d supply and marketing cooperatives, sum up 
experience and extensively carry out the experimental work step by step. The 
supply and marketing cooperatives which are not yet involved in the experi- 
ments must study more extensively and conduct more propaganda and make prepa- 
rations well for reform work. Apart from operatinz their own products, the 
combines integrating farming, industry and commerce and those integrating 
inimal husbandry, industry and commerce and the retail and managerial depart- 
ments of the commune- and brigade-rmm enterprises are advised to engege in other 
products and to lay in a stock of merchandise from the commercial department. 
of the region or from other localities outside the region. 


In the rural areas (including small rural market towns), except the supply and 
Marketing cooperatives, small retail commerce, catering services, inn-keeping 
ind repair services can be operated by the collective and individuals, and 

state-owned commerce must support them in supply of goods and guide them in 
business. In ruial trade faixs, small commodities and the waste and used 

articles which are allowed to be sold on the market as stipulated by the state 
are allowed to be sold on the market. 


9. State agricultural scientific and technical departments must gradually 
implement the technical responsibility system, sign contracts with rural 
economic organizations or peasant nouseholds, charge them certain fees or share 
1 certain proportion of dividends from the increases in production, part or 
the great part of which should be divided among the agrotechnical personnel 
who have undertaken the servicing work. After doing their own jobs well, agro- 
technical personnel are allowed to sign individual contracts with any economic 
organizations or peasant households and also allowed to undertake to give 
lessons on technology, to teach and to carry out technical services, and all 








remuneration they get therefrom will go the individual. Government stafi and 
workers are allowed to go and work in the countryside by adopting the method 

of keeping their posts but ceasing to receive their pay from the state and to 
accept any engagement from economic organizations and get relatively good pay. 
Their urban residence cards and existing houses wii! be preserved and their sons 
and daughters can still continue to stay in the cities to study and work. 


[HK279826] Support must be given to the skilled rural craftsmen, peasant tech- 
nical personnel and experts in production in establishing various forms of 
technical service organizations. Any rural organizations are allowed to invite 
them to work and give them reasonable payment. Of them, those who study on 
their own to become useful persons and have made achievements in their work can 
be given a technical post after being evacuated and approved by the departments 
concerned. 


10. State-owned farms, forestry centers, stock farms and fishing grounds are 
encouraged to give their staff and workers certain amounts of private plots. 


The government staff and workers who live and work in the out-of-the-way places 
where there is no supply of vegetables and only scanty transport facilities but 
there are large tracts of underdeveloped land must be given certain amounts of 
land for growing vegetables. 


ll. Peasant individuals or integrated peasant households are allowed to run or 
operate such cultural and welfare undertakings as health centers, schools, 
bookstores, film-projecting teams and theoretical performing teams. 


12. All commune members and all types of economic integrated combines must ob- 
serve state policies and decrees, pay taxes as stipulated by the law and submit 
to the management of the government departments concerned; must correctly h.2- 
dle the relationship of interests between the state, the collective and the in- 
dividual; vigorously fulfill their various commitments to the state and the 
collective; and must resolutely oppose actions such as speculation and profi- 
teering, illegal reselling of goods at a profit, tax evasion, swindling and 
lording it over the local market by bullying and adulterating and passing off 
false goods. 
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NINGXIA 


"NINGXIA RIBAO' REPORTS RURAL SCIENCE MEETING 
HK260635 Yinchuan NINGXIA RIBAO in Chinese 12 Apr 83 p 1 


(“Give Full Play to the Function of Agricultural Scientific and Technological 
Personnel and Promote the Reforms of Technology in Agriculture--Regional Rural 
Science anc Technology Work Conference Held in Yinchuan"] 


[Text] The regional agricultural science and technology work conference was 
held in Yinchuan from 6-9 April. At the conference, the spirit of the national 
rural science and technology work conference was relayed, the new situation 
faced by our regional rural scientific and technological work and the future 
focal points in our work were discussed, and the reform of the system of rural 
scientific and technological work together with the problem concerning the con- 
struction of our rural scientific and technological ranks were studied. 


During the conference, Hei Boli, secretary of the autonomous regional committee 
and acting chairman, gave a report entitled "Strengthen the Leadership and Open 
Up a New Phase in the Rural Scientific Work" (full text printed separately). 


The comrades at the conference pleasantly talked of the excellent situation in 
the rural scientific and technological work in our region which is manifested 
in: a large batch of scientific and technological research results and new 
agricultural techniques are being utilized and popularized; the broad peasants 
show unprecedented enthusiasm in learning and applying science; in various 
places, many good forms and methods to develop rural scientific and technologi- 
cal work have been created; and the social status of the scientific and techni- 
cal personnel and their initiative to serve the peasants have been greatly 


enhanced. 


In the conference, the tasks faced by the current scientific and technological 
work in the rural areas were seriously studied. The comrades at the conference 
held that the scope of rural scientific and technological work is very exten- 
sive. It involves not only the problem of agricultural production, but also 
the problem concerning the all-round construction of the entire rural area, 
covering various fields as agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline 
production and fishery, and also energy resources, communications, building 
materials, culture, education and public health. The forces of various sectors 
should be mobilized to provide efficient and outstanding services in terms of 
science and technology to the all-round construction in the rural areas. At 
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present, the existing scientific and technological results and the new tech- 
niques should be applied and popularized in production as soon as possible and 
in a planned and organized manner. At present, only a third of our agricultur- 
al scientific research results have been applied in production, and the major- 
ity of them are still left unused or not fully used. The departments concerned 
should pay attention to this phenomenon and make out a detailed list with 
technological data to be distributed to different places for consideration 

and application. At the same time, with due consideration to the natural re- 
sources, the conditions for production and the needs of people's livelihood, 
and with close attention paid to those key problems that affect the agricultur- 
al production and the development of the rural areas, scientific and technolog- 
ical forces should be well organized to tackle the key problems, strive to pro- 
mote agricultural technological reforms, open up new channels in production, 
and, on the basis of combining technology with economy, speed up production 
intensively and extensively. 


The conference pointed out that the current rural science and technology system 
is not suited to the needs for the development of rural economy. Therefore, 
the reform of this system is imperative. The forces of various branches of 
science in the fields of farming, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline produc- 
tion and fishery, and also in the fields of rural energy resources and the 
construction of buildings and towns, should be mustered and unified, so as to 
set up rural centers for technological development to intensify the comprehen- 
sive study and development; the existing scientific research institutions 
should be readjusted, and the method of setting up systems based on adminis- 
trative areas should be gradually changed, so that scientific research centers 
can be set up based on the natural conditions and agricultural economic zones; 
the leading organs at the county level should run well the centers for the 
popularization of agricultural technology, and coordinate various forces in 
the work of demonstration, popularization, training and advisory services; 
agricultural education should be reformed, and it has been suggested that tec 
majority of senior middle schools in the rural areas should be gradually changed 
into agricultural middle schools, the enrollment and assignment of students in 
the agricultural and forestry institutions of higher education should be car- 
ried out on the basis of fixed orientation. At the present stage, education 
and training must be strengthened regarding the thousands of educated youths 
who settle themselves in the countryside. 


The conference held that in order to open up a new phase in the rural scienti- 
fic and technological work and to introduce more technical knowhow and new 
techniques to the countryside, the policy toward .he intellectuals must be 
further implemented and the party leadership must be strengthened. [HK260637] 
Not long ago, the autonomous regional CPC committee and the regional people's 
government passed a "resolution regarding the strengthening of the work toward 
intellectuals." This resolution must be earnestly implemented in all places. 


The scientific and technical personnel should be encouraged to go to the coun- 
tryside and to the front line of production. The leading cadres at various 
levels should seriously examine the actual implementation of the policy toward 
the intellectuals, further enhance the understanding of the function of science 
and technology and the scientific and technical personnel in the course of 
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building "the four modernizations,”™ and truly place science and technology in 
key positions. The leading cadres should be concerned with their work and 
livelihood, give full play to the caliber and wisdom of these technical per- 
sonnel, organize them into teams to make investigations into the resources of 
this region, and invite them to take part in the discussions and decision- 
making process with regard to important technical and economic problems; out- 
standing middle-aged and young intellectuals should be promoted to leading 
positions at various levels and this should be done with resolution and insight; 
and the leading cadres at various levels should take the lead themselves in the 
study and application of science, so that they can raise their level of profes- 
sional knowledge and the level of management, and become step by step cadres 


well adept in their own professional fields. 
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SHANDONG 


BRIEFS 


WHEATFIELDS ACREAGE--Jinan, 13 Apr (XINHUA)--Shandong this year has 55.96 
million mu of wheatfields compared with last year's 51.5 million mu. To insure 
increase in grain production this year, 235 million jin of fine spring crop 
seed, including 100 million jin of hybrid corn seed, have been distributed 
among peasants throughout the province. In the cotton-producing areas, the 
double-crop farming system producing both cotton and grain will be enforced 

on 3 million mu of cottonfields. [Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 


1149 GMT 13 Apr 83 OW] 


CSO: 4007/140 


40 











SHANGHAI 


COMMUNE PEASANT LIFE EXAMINED IN SURVEY 
HK250548 Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 10 Apr 83 p 3 


[Article by the Joint Investigation Team of the Shanghai CPC Committee Propa- 
ganda Department, Shanghai Agricultural Commission and the Jiading County CPC 
Committee Propaganda Department: "New Characteristics of Peasants at the Pre- 
sent Stage--an Investigation Into the Condition of Peasants in Malu Commune in 


Jiading County, Shanghai"] 


[Text] For more than 30 years since the founding of the 
PRC, the ranks of peasants have undergone profound changes. 
To investigate and study the basic condition and character- 
istics of the peasants at the present stage has an impor- 
tant theoretical and practical significance regarding the 
construction of socialism with a Chinese feature. The in- 
vestigation conducted in Malu Commune in the suburbs of 
Shanghai provides us with valuable materials to look into 
the matter. The Editor 


Malu Commune is a medium-scale commune in the suburbs of Shanghai. It consists 
of 17 production brigades and 156 production teams with a population of more 
than 30,000 persons. There are over 33,000 mu of farmland--an average of 1.05 
mu for each person. In 1981, the total output value of agriculture, sideline 
production and local industry stood at 65.6 million yuan, and each peasant got 
379 yuan on the average. This is a commune where the population is flourish- 
ing but the amount of farmland is scarce, with a rather rich economy and quite 
prosperous agriculture, sideline production and local industry. It is a rather 
typical commune in the suburbs of Shanghai. 


Profound Changes Have Taken Place in the Structure of the Ranks of Peasants 


In 1956, the socialist transformation in agriculture had been completed, the 
individual economy had been changed into the collective economy, and the indi- 
vidual peasants who used to farm alone became peasants in the socialist collec- 
tive. This was the first change of a historical significance in the structure 
of the peasant ranks. After the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central 
Committee, particularly with the implementation of the system of contracted 
responsibilities with payment linked to output in agriculture, the relationship 
of production in the countryside has gone through an important readjustment 


41 











and the structure of the peasant ranks has undergone another historical change. 
Compared with the 1950's and the 1960's, the main changes are: 


1. The development of agricultural, sideline and industrial production has 

changed the peasants who only did farmwork before into three ranks that deal 
with agriculture, sideline production and local industry. This is the hori- 
zontal structure of the peasant ranks at the present stage. 


In the 1950's, this commune was basically a unit with a single agricultural 
economy. With the development of the collective economy and the support of 
Shanghai's industrial sectors, industrial and sideline production gradually 
developed. In 1981, the output values of agriculture, sideline production 
and industry amounted to 7.5 percent, 16.1 percent and 76.4 percent, respec- 
tively, of the total output value; and the labor force in the countryside 
correspondingly changed into three different ranks. In 1959, about 85 per- 
cent of the labor force was engaged in agricultural production, and those 
commune members who engaged in sideline production and local industry 
accounted for only 15 percent or so; however, in 1981, those engaged in agri- 
culture accounted for 45.4 percent, those engaged in sideline production 
accounted for 10.5 percent, and those engaged in local industry registered 


an upward figure of 44.1 percent. 


The change of the structure of the labor force has induced corresponding 
changes in the condition of employment for the rural households with the emer- 
gence of three kinds of agricultural households: the first is the “pure 
agricultural household" where all family members take part in farmwork, and 
this kind of household has decreased conspicuously and only constitutes 1 per- 
cent of the total households; the second is the "household separated from 
agriculture" where all family members take part i: industrial work, and this 
kind of household has increased and constitutes 10 percent of the total; an“ 
the third is the "two-way agriculture household," where the family members 
take part both in agricultural and industrial production, and this kind of 
household has increased markedly and constitutes 89 percent. 


2. The elderly, middle-aged and young peasants constitute the vertical 


structure of the peasant ranks. The middle-aged and young peasants have be- 
come the main force and the backbone in agricultural, sideline and industrial 


production. 


According to the investigations on the three brigades Lujia, Pengzhao and Bao- 
qiao, the middle-aged and young peasants constitt e 84.3 percent of the total 
labor force. Among the rural grassroots cadres, at commune-level (including 
enterprises run by communes), the number of middle-aged and elderly persons 

is greater and the number of young is smaller; at production brigade level 
(including enterprises run by brigades), the number of middle-aged and young 
persons is greater and the number of elderly is smaller; and at production 
team level, the number of young persons is greater, the number of middle-aged 
is smaller, and there are no elderly people working. 


{[HK250550] 3. Gradually implement various forms of responsibility system in 
agricultural production. At present, there are already 155 production teams 








(99.3 percent of the total) which have practiced the system of contracted re- 
sponsibilities with payment linked to output in their production sectors of 
planting and breeding. Also this system has been popularized in the trades 
of food processing, building construction and commercial services. Special- 
ized division of labor has been formed and continuously developed. With the 
enhancement of labor productivity and the degree of mechanization, the agri- 
cultural economy is developing toward the direction of specialization and 
socialization. The division of labor will tend to become more specific, and 
the specialized unified operations will tend to overlap the boundaries of 
communes and brigades. 


4. With the enhancement of the level of culture and techniques, an agricul- 
tural rank of mental laborers will gradually come into being among the pea- 
Sants. According to statistics conducted in the commune in 1982, the number 
of peasants with a senior middle school education was 4.07 times as great as 
that in 1964; the number of peasants with a junior middle school education 
was 3.2 times as great as that in 1964; and compared with 1964 figures, the 
number of peasants with primary school education increased by 580 percent, 
and the number of illiterate and semiliterate peasants decreased by 19.6 per- 
cent. There were almost no scientific and technological personnel of various 
trades in the countryside at the initial stages of liberation. Now there is 
a contingent of members engaged in scientific and technological work in this 
commune, numbering 139 persons. Among them, technicians with a middle-level 
vocational education number 91 persons, and the "local experts" of peasant 
origin with a certain degree of specialized expertise total 48 persons. With 
the universal enhancement of peasants" culture and knowledge and with the 
daily growth of the scientific and technological ranks, an independent agri- 
cultural contingent of mental laborers will gradually come into existence from 


among the average peasants. 
Peasants at Different Levels Have Different Ideological Ideas 


Today in our countryside very profound changes have taken place in the rela- 
tions of production and in the structure of the peasant ranks. The past method 
of analyzing the peasants" ideological and political conditions on the basis of 
class and strata has lost its practical significance. In this investigation, 
we attempted to make some analysis on the specific political attitude and the 
ideological characteristics of the peasants who are now classified into six 
levels in two categories based on their different experiences and division of 


labor. 


1. Peasants 50 years old or more cherish deep love for the party and are reso- 
lute in following the path of socialism. They are hard-working and plain, and 
are quite satisfied with the improvement in the standard of living since 
liberation. However, most are illiterate or semiliterate and seldom take part 
in social activities. Therefore, they are a bit narrow-minded and are not 
willing to accept new things. The middle-aged peasants from 35-50 years old 
are the mainstay of the first line agricultural production, and they belong to 
a level which possesses rather great influence. They have the experiences and 
merits of the peasants of both the younger and the older generations, and they 
plav a linking role between the past and future. They have already tasted the 
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bitter fruit of “leftist™ policy, and they most profoundly feel the advantages 
which resulted from the general and specific policies implemented after the 3d 
Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. They especially welcome 
the system of contracted responsibilities with payment linked to output. They 
are mostly concerned with the stability of the policies, actual income and 
Stability of the commodity prices. 


Compared with the elderly and middle-aged peasants, the young peasants from 
16-35 years old possess some strong points: 1) They have a higher education 
level and therefore broader knowledge, and they are more ready to accept new 
things; 2) They do not feel satisfied with the present state of affairs and 
want to make further progress, and they usually display an innovative and 
creative spirit; 3) With respect to political ideology, the attitude toward 
labor and the observance of rules and disciplines, their main performance is 
satisfactory. Their shortcomings are: a) They do not fully recognize the 
superiority of socialism; b) Compared with the elderly peasants, they do not 
have enough spirit for being the masters of the country and they sometimes 
lack the spirit for hard work and perseverance; c) Some young peasants have 
a weak sense of morality and justice and they are unwilling to support the 
aged; and d) Some youths are unwilling to participate in political activities. 


2. Between the peasants who are engaged in agriculture, or in sideline produc- 
tion, or in local industry, because of the differences in their income and 
working conditions, there are differences in the characteristics of their ide- 
ology and in their attitude toward certain party policies. [HK250552] 1) The 
income and labor conditions of the industrial peasants are better than those 

of the agricultural peasants, and this is one of the factors that prompted 
their ideas of “slighting agricultural work and leaving agricultural work." 

In terms of income, the difference between the industrial peasants and agricul- 
tural peasants was 8 percent in 1981. As for the labor protection conditio 

and welfare, there also exist a rather great difference: Aside from work 
clothes, work shoes, gloves, a cold drink and other benefits, the industrial 
peasants also enjoy various kinds of subsidies, overtime allowances and bonuses. 
According to sample statistics, the above benefits will result in an annual 
extra income of 100-150 yuan per year for the industrial peasants. As for 
labor conditions, the industrial peasants carry on their production mainly 
with machines but the agricultural peasants usually do their work manually, 

and there exists a rather big difference in labor intensity. 2) Due to the 
difference in economic benefits, the industrial peasants and the agricultural 
peasants hold different views on certain existing economic policies. For exam- 
ple, regar“’ing the system of contracted responsib.lities with payment linked to 
output, ¢ agricultural households wholeheartedly support this policy, think- 
ing that chis is a good method for getting rid of egalitarianism; those house- 
holds separated from agriculture at first declined to contract responsibility 
farm plots, but accepted this offer later because they thought that this would 
lead to an increase in their income. 3) Because there are differences in 

their income, working conditions and categories of work, the commune members 
engaged in sideline production have different states of mind compared with the 
industrial and agricultural peasants. For those peasants engaged in sideline 
production who have better technical skills or who display more initiative in 
labor, they often can obtain better fruits of labor. Therefore, thev are most 








active toward the implementation the system of contracted responsibilities 
with payment linked to output, nd they are very anxious to become special- 
ized households. 


The Common Characteristics of the Peasants at the Present Stage 


A common character may exist in different kinds of things. So different levels 
of peasants have the following common characteristics: 


They cherish very deep affection for the party. For the past 30-odd years 
since the founding of the PRC, the peasants have shaken off the yoke of exploi- 
tation and have embarked on the road of socialism. Therefore, they are willing 
to listen to the party and follow the party, and they especially advocate the 
line, the general and specific policies of the party implemerted after the 3d 
Plenary Session of the llth CPC Party Committee. They regard the profound 
changes taking place in the last few years as the second liberation for the 
peasants in their economic benefits. 


They are more resolute toward marching on the road of socialist collectiviza- 
tion. With the continuous development of the collective economy in the country- 
side, the daily improvement in the conditions for production, the gradual en- 
hancement of the degree of mechanization, and especially with the all-round 
implementation of the system of contracted responsibilities with payment linked 
to output which has resulted in the rapid increase in the diversified economy 
comprising agriculture, sideline production and local industry, together with 
the great increase in the peasants’ income, the peasants feel more deeply that 
only by resolutely taking the road of socialism can they get rich more quickly. 


They love the country and the collective, and they actively support socialist 
construction. Since 1976, the commune peasants have annually sold to the state 
more than 5.4 million jin of grain, over 14,000 dan of lint cotton and over 

1.1 million jin of oil, and have sold to the cities over 100 million yuan worth 
of nonstaple food such as pigs, poultry, eggs and milk. They have gained the 
value of over 17 million yuan in foreign currency by exporting various kinds of 
products. In 1981, they submitted to the state various kinds of taxes totaling 
around 6 million yuan. Thus they have made due contributions to the country. 


There are changes in the peasants" mental attitude, and the old customs and 
habits are gradually reformed. People are increasingly willing to learn cul- 
ture, science and technology, to pay attention to hygiene and to break down 
old conventions and superstition. 


The individual peasants under the system of private ownership are both private 
owners and laborers. This double character pertaining to the peasants has 
undergone great changes. The peasants as private owners have become peasants 
under the system of collective laborers, and the peasants as individual labor- 
ers have become laborers of a collective economy based on cooperation. With 
the collective economy as the main part, there exists an individual economy 
such as the private plot and household sideline production. The social exis- 
tence determines the social ideology. The changes of the peasants in these two 
aspects will necessitate corresponding changes in their ideology. From the 
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investigations on Malu Commune, it can be seen that on the one hand, the pea- 
sants have a rather great dependence on the collective economy, they wish to 
develop the collective economy, and they are increasingly concerned with the 
affairs of the collective; on the other hand, the selfishness and narrow- 
mindedness of the peasants do not vanish instantly with the change of the sys- 
tem of ownership, and they often manifest themselves in various forms. 
[HK250554] Many peasants cannot correctly handle the relationship between the 
state, the collective and the individual, and some even do the wrong acts of 
appropriating collective or state property or funds and harm the interests of 
the community. One of the important tasks in the ideological and political 
work in the countryside is to incessantly educate the peasants with love for 
the country, the collective and for socialism, so that the peasants can get 
rid of the ideology of selfishness and narrow-mindedness, and the initiative 
of the peasants can thus be directed to the orientation of developing and ex- 
panding the agricultural economy in the countryside. 
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XINJ LIANG 


LAND RECLAMATION IN QING DYNASTY DISCUSSED 
HK280330 Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 13 Apr 83 p 3 


[Article by Liu Hanping [0491 3352 1456]: "The Development of Land Reclamation 
and the Strengthening of Frontier Defense in Xinjiang in the Qing Dynasty"-- 
passages within slantlines published in boldface] 


[Text] China is a unified multinational country. Since the early times, 
Xinjiang has become an important part of our magnificent motherland. In order 
to prevent the Xiongnu (Hun) aristocrats and slave owners from expanding south- 
ward, Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty vigorously developed the Western Regions 
[a Han Dynasty term for the area west of Yumenguan Pass] and began to reclaim 
land there. In the third year of Shen Jue under the reign of Emperior Xuan Di 
of the Han Dynasty (59 B.C.), Zheng Ji was appointed protector general of the 
Western Regions. Consequently, the Tianshan mountain areas came under the rule 
of the Han Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty, which lasted for more than 200 years, 
resisted aggression committed by czarist Russia, put down rebellions and 
strengthened the unification of the country and the friendship and ties between 
various nationalities. The Qing government had adopted political, economic and 
other measures to consolidate its rule in Xinjiang. After launching military 
campaigns in Xinjiang, Emperor Qian Long of the Qing Dynasty developed land 
reclamation and strengthened frontier defenses there on a grand scale. "The 
campaigns are successful and the rebellions have been suppressed, we should 
turn our attention to the development of agricultural affairs." ("Sketchy 
Records of Xinjiang,” Vol 6) 


/i. The General Situation of Land Reclamation and the Strengthening of 
Frontier Defense/ 


Land reclamation was carried out by the Qing government in two stages. The 
first stage was carried out in the early days of the Qing Dynasty after the 
armed rebellions of the Jungar tribe and the Uygur aristocrats had been sup- 
pressed. The second stage was carried out by the end of the Qing Dynasty when 
Xinjiang was made a province. 


During the reigns of Emperor Kang Xi, Emperor Yong Zheng and Emperor Qian Long 
of the Qing Dynasty, struggles were waged against the separatist forces of the 
Jungar tribe and the Uygur aristocrats. In the 22d year of the reign of 
Emperor Qian Long (1757), the rebellion started by Amuersana of the Jungar 
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tribe was eventually put down by force. In the 24th year of the reign of Emper- 
or Qian Long of the Qing Dynasty (1759), the rebellion started by the Hezhu 


brothers which lasted tor more than 1 year, was put down. Thus, the protracted 


disunit ot Xinjiang came to an end. 
Emperor Kang Xi of the Qing Dynasty began to reclaim land in Xinjiang as soon 
as he had suppressed the rebellion started by Galdan of the Jungar tribe. 


Volume one of the “A Comprehensive Study of Qing Civilization” records that: 
"When Emperor Shang Zu, the benevolent emperor, first launched his westward 
campaigns, he decreed that all ministries concerned should pay close attention 
to the "Three Memorials’ presented to the throne by Zhao Chongguo [a general] 
during the Han Dynasty}. Later, Suertu and other places were surveyed and mili- 
tarymen were sent there to reclaim land. He ordered Fuerdan to take charge of 
the whole thing.” The experience accumulated since the Han Dynasty made the 
Oing government reclaim land in Northwest China. 


At tirst, land reclamation was principally carried out in Ili and other places 
in northern Xinjiang where troops were stationed. Later, land reclamation was 
extended to southern Xinjiang. Land reclamation was carried out in five ways: 
1) Reclamation by troops. Some soldiers of the green battalions were engaged 
in military training. The rest were responsible for land reclamation. 

2) Reclamation by convicts. Convicts who were sent to Xinjiang were given 
land to cultivate. This was also called reclamation by the banished. 

3) Reclamation by households. Peasant households and merchants who moved from 
China proper received unoccupied land from government. They could grow crops 
on the land. 4) Reclamation by Hui nationals. Beginning in the 25th year 
(1760) of the reign of Emperor Qian Long, "gyur nationals moved in succession 
from southern Xinjiang to Ili. They opened up irrigation channels and re- 
claimed land. This is called reclamation by Hui nationals. 5) Reclamation 

by bannermen. This was practiced at a later date. Since the bannermen con 
tinued to grow in number, in order to provide them with a means of livelihood, 
in the seventh year of the reign of Emperor Jia Qing (1802), land reclamation 
was carried out in Huiyuan City and Huining City, both in Ili, by the bannermen 


Stationed there. [HK280332] Later, since reclamation by troops had produced 
too much grain and people were afraid that the grain would become rotten, the 
amount of land ‘aimed by troops slightly decreased. However, the amount of 
land reclaime ‘dinary households grew sharply. In the 25th year of the 
reign of Empe, .a Qing (1820), Gong Zizhen wrote his "On Making the Western 


Regions a Province” in which he said: "The total amount or land reclaimed is 
288,108 mu, with 238,632 mu in northern Xinjiang and 49,476 mu in southern 
Xinjiang. The total number of farm workers in both northern and southern 
Xinjiang is 103,905." 


After the 1840 Opium War, China was gradually reduced to a semifeudal, semi- 
colonial country. The Chinese people had to resist the aggression of the 
colonialists along the coast in the east. In addition, they had to resist the 
aggression of Britain and czarist Russia along the border in the west. After 
Yakub Beg, who forced his way into Chinese territory with Britain and czarist 
Russia at his back, was driven out, in the 10th year of the reign of Emperor 
Guang Xu (1884), Xinjiang was formally made a province and the policy of 
strengthening frontier defenses by land reclamation continued. New measures 
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were adopted: The old and the weak were dismissed from the army and were given 
land to cultivate; convicts were sent from China proper to Xinjiang to reclaim 
and cultivate wasteland; and to continue to mobilize and attract merchants and 
impoverished peasants from China proper to reclaim land in Xinjiang. In addi- 
tion to merchants and impoverished peasants, some handicraftsmen went to work 
in Xinjiang. In the 13th year of the reign of Emperior Guang Xu (1887), with 
the consent of the emperor, Xinjiang formulated the “regulations concerning 
land reclamation in Xinjiang” to further encourage immigration. The "Pictorial 
Gazetteer of Xinjiang" says that: "Since the resurgence of the country, 
Xinjiang has been divided into prefectures and counties, old reclamation regu- 
lations revised and more than 1 million m of land reclaimed." ("Pictorial 
Gazetteer of Xinjiang,” Vol 28) This figure was much greater than that in the 
reigns of Emperior Qian Long and Emperor Jia Qing. 


~~ @ 


f2 Measures Adopted To Reclaim Land and Strengthen Frontier Defenses/ 


In order to carry out extensive land reclamation along the border in the west, 
it is necessary to properly draw up plans and do some strenuous work. 
/First, open up irrigation channels and build other irrigation works./ In 
order to reclaim land in Xinjiang, it is necessary to open up and repair irri- 
gation channels. When Emperor Kang Xi and Emperor Yong Zheng launched mili- 
tary campaigns in Xinjiang, both had opened up and repaired irrigation channels. 
In the 23d year of the reign of Emperior Qian Long (1/758), Huang Tainggui, the 
governor of Shaanxi and Gansu, discovered the remains of the irrigation chan- 
nels in those parts within 100 li from Balikun, Jianshanzi and Kuisu. There 
were nine major channels. The channels led from the valley through the moun- 
tain pass into the desert. Wooden troughs were used to facilitate the flow of 
water. In the 25th year of the reign of Emperor Qian Long, land reclamation 
was carried out on an even larger scale in Ili and the plans for building irri- 
gation works were better conceived. "A village was established every 1/2 li 
ind altogether 15 villages were established. Each village built its own irri- 
ration channels to irrigate its own fields." ("A Comprehensive Study of Qing 
ivilization,” Vol 11) Later, officers and militarymen of the Xibe (Sibo) 
nationality were transferred to the place south of the I[lihe River, where 
there was originally an irrigation channel. There was little land north of the 
channel. The area south of the channel was mountainous and badly in need of 
water. The Xibe nationals cut through the Chabuchaershan mountain in 6 vears. 
In the 13th year of the reign of Emperior Jia Qing (1808), water was channelled 
through the mountain and a network of channels with a total length of 200 li, 
which was capable of irrigating 1,000 ging of land, was built. 
By the end of the dynasty, after the war against Yakub Beg ended, the Qing 
government recruited people who were ‘ucced to leave their native 
reclaim land and continued to vigorously build irrigation works. 
government had made a rule that: the civilian workers engaged in the building 


or repairing of irrigation channels should be paid. "In recruiting civilians 
to build or repair channels, the local authorities should pay them wages and 
provide them with food.” ("Collected Works of Zuo Zongtang,” Vol 56) \s 


compared with the practice of apportioning unpaid labor, this could more fully 
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shilue [6007 7114 4920 4827 0057 3970]," Vol 7) 
reclaim land worked under army supervision. They were given grain bu 
other subsidies. However, if there was a bumper harvest, they were given 


yrain as encouragement. 
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cultivate and land tax was collected from them. In the 37th year of the r 
yf Emperor Qian Long, with the permission of the emperor, Generali Shuhede 
"cave Zhuang Shifu and each of the other 47 immigrant households, who wer 


ing to be registered as households engaged in land reclamation, 30 mu of 


The authorities lent them grain, farm cattle and seeds. The households co 
7 
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pay back these loans by paying an annual land tax of one-tenth of a tael o 
silver for each mu of land for 3 years. Three years later, after paying 
the loan, the annual land tax for each mu of land would be 1/20 of a tael 


silver." (Ibid) Their burdens were not so heavy as those of the peasant 
inside China proper. The households engaged in land reclamation were o 


illy peasant households who had littie or no land. Thereafter, they beca 


land-holding peasants. 
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In addition to ordinary households, many merchants went there to reclaim l: 


In the 28th yvear of the reign of Emperor Qian Long, Zhang Zivi and 
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merchant households reclaimed more than 39,000 mu of land for growing whea 


("Sketchy Records of Xinjiang," Vol 6) That means each of them owned more 
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1,200 mu of land. They paid the same amount of tax as the peasants. The 
become merchant-landlords or landlords engaged in commercial undertakings 


‘Third, restrictions were relaxed and the scale of reclamation expanded./ 
the very beginning, the Qing government set strict restrictions on the pe 
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engaged in land reclamation. Later, in order to expand reclamation, thin 
were made convenient for them. In the 43d year of the reign of Emperior 
Yiletu let the 
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troops bring their families when they were transferred to a place to rec] 
land." ("Xichui Zongtong Shilue,"™ Vol 7) Thus, the armvmen could be eng 
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in reclamation increased. Merchants and hired laborers were also encouraged 
to reclaim land. In the 37th year of the reign of Emperor Qian Long, Wenshou, 
he Governor of Shaanxi and Gansu, presented a memorial to the throne to ask 
permission to “recruit merchants and hired laborers in Xinjiang to reclaim the 
land near their homes" and to “open at 0700 and close at 1700 the city gate of 
Jiayuguan Pass in order to make things convenient for the peasants and mer- 
chants." (“Collection of Essays on National Affairs During the Qing Dynasty," 


Vol 81) 


At the time when Xinjiang was made a province, in order to resume and develop 
production, measures were adopted to expand land reclamation. ciu Jintang, 

the military governor of Xinjiang, suggested that the weak should be discharged 
from the battalions and the strong should remain and that the discharged sol- 
diers "should be given a considerable amount of land if there is wasteland at 
our disposal nearby. Such land should be regarded as their own property." 
("Drafts of Memorials »y Liu Jintang," Vol 7) In this way, the soldiers became 
land-holding peasants and their enthusiasm for production was aroused. The 
convicts who went there to reclaim land were also given preferential treatment. 
Liu Jintang presented “a memorial to ask permission to give the convicts farm 
cattle, seeds, houses, tools and grain after the pattern of the system of land 
reclamation by households." ("Drafts of Memorials by Liu Jintang," Vol 12) 

In the 13th year of the reign of Emperor Guang Xu, new regulations were formu- 
lated and it was stipulated that the amount of land allocated to each household 
should increase from 30 mu to 60 mu. In addition, administrative measures were 
adopted to order the governors and military governors of the provinces to en- 
courage peasants in China proper to migrate to Xinjiang. 


'HK280336] In addition, in the late Qing period, attention was also paid to 
emigration from China proper to Xinjiang and to the development of sericulture. 
Sericulture bureaus were established to pass on skills to local people. 


‘3. The Significance of Reclamation and Strengthening Frontier Defenses/ 


The large-scale land reclamation and the strengthening of frontier defenses 
carried out in the Qing Dynasty had both immediate significance and signifi- 
cance for later generations. Marx said: "from immemorial times, ...an eco- 
nomic function developed upon all Asiatic governments the function of provid- 
ing public works." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 2, p 64) Land 
reclamation and the strengthening of frontier defenses carried out in the 

Oing Dynasty, including land reclamation and the strengthening of frontier 
defenses in Xinjiang, was important public work. At that time, it was inevit- 
ible that national oppression and class exploitation would ensue. However, 
objectively, it still bears profound significance. 


/First, Xinjiang's economy was greatly developed./ In Xinjiang, in particular 
in the part of Xinjiang north of the Tianshan mountains, the economy was 

rather backward and dominated by animal husbandry. After large-scale land 
reclamation had been carried out, Xinjiang's agriculture, animal husbandry, 
sericulture and mining were developed. At that time, in Xinjiang, "agricul- 
ture and sericulture were well developed and the people paid the same amount 

of tax as the people in China proper did." ("Records of Warrior Sages," Vol 4) 
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At the same time, commercial centers were gradually tormed. In Urumqi, Dihua 

and Gongniny, “there were many large marketplaces which were crowded with peo- 
ple and vehicles. The picture was comparable to that of Suzhou." ("Pictorial 
Gazetteer of Xinjiang,” Vol 29) By the end of the Qing Dynasty, with the in- 

crease in the number of land-holding peasants and the development of a commod- 
ity economy, industrial workers emerged. Consequently, there were changes in 

production relations and class structure and progress in society was made. 
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/Second, objectively, unity between various nationalities were strengthened. / 
In the Qing Dynasty, in addition to the native Uygurs, Han nationals, Xibe 
nationals and Mongolians, the Manchu garrison were also engaged in land recla- 
mation inXinjiang. Among the Han nationals, in addition tothe soldiers of the 
green battalion, there were many bankrupt peasants who came from China proper. 
This tacilitated contact between various nationalities. 


In land reclamation, it is important that immigrants are content with their 
new homes and do not want to go back to their hometowns. In the early Qing 
period, many people who went to Xinjiang to reclaim land settled there. Wei 
Yuan said: "On their arrival, they immediately cleared the land and began to 
bear children. Very few returned to their homeland." ("Records of Warrior 
Sages,"' Vol 4) Especially after Xinjiang was made a province, "Han and Wui 
nationals who originally lived within the Great Wall came with their tamilies 
in an endless stream to Xinjiang to be fed, to reclaim land, to work as hired 
laborers and to do business in an endless stream. Land was reclaimed and the 
population grew." ("Pictorial Gazetteer of Xinjiang," Vol 104) Merchants 
preferred to go to “Urumqi and Tenageer and they asked permission to bring 
along their families.... The hired laborers, handicraftsmen and the people en- 
gaged in land reclamation enjoyed their work there. They bore children, grew 
in number and became natives of the place. Even the convicts enjoyed culti- 
vating land. They saved money and got married." ("Collection of Essays on 


National Affairs During the Qing Dynasty," Vol 81) Experience has proven that, 
objectively, the development of land reclamation has encouraged and strengthened 


the contact and unity between various nationalities. 


/Third, national defense had been vigorously strengthened./ During the Qing 
Dynasty, czarist Russia and Britain always coveted our territory in western 
China. During the three successive reigns of Emperor Kang Xi, Emperor Yong 
Zheng and Emperor Qian Long, northwest China was vigorously developed. 
Finally, Xinjiang was unified, reforms carried out, officials appointed and 
czarist Russia's conspiracy to aggress on China smashed. In the late Qing 
period, far-sighted people were aware of the need to strengthen the frontier 
defenses in northwest China and to resist British and Russian aggression. In 
his deathbed, Lin Zexu said: "Will Russia be the country which makes trouble 
for China?" ("Biographical Sketches of Deceased Gentlemen During the Qing 
Dynasty," Vol 25) Gong Zizhen was opposed to the view which suggested that 
"the Oing government should abandon the land or retreat to the nine defense 
posts along the Great Wall." [HK280338] He suggested that "defense should 

be strengthened and that the people should be well treated so that in the 
future, people will not even mention that an inch of land should be abandoned. 
("Collected Works of Gong Zizhen," "Memorial Presented During a Palace Exami- 


nation on Stabilizing the Borders") He suggested that Xinjiang should be made 





a province and he thought that the land reclamation carried out at that time 
was too small in scale. He suggested that the government should continue to 
strengthen land reclamation “and order the people of Hebei, Shandong, Henan, 
Shaanxi and Gansu and the people who work in Beijing and are not natives of 
Beijing to move west." ("On Making the Western Regions a Province") In the 
late Qing period, the corrupted government suffered diplomatic setbacks. How- 
ever, after making Xinjiang a province and dividing it into prefectures and 
counties, land reclamation was further expanded and Xinjiang became an inte- 
gral, inalienable part of the country in both a political and economic sense. 
In addition, our defense in western China was strengthened and hence foreign 
aggression was effectively prevented. 
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URGENT CIRCULAR ON ANIMAL HUSBANDRY ISSUED 
HK250316 Lhasa Xizang Regional Service in Mandarin 0000 GMT 25 Apr 83 


[Text] The Xizang Regional People's Government issued an urgent circular on 
19 April demanding that prefectures and cities get a proper grasp of current 
animal husbandry production. The government held: Due to the drought last 
year and the heavy snow during winter and spring, plus poor management and 
infectious diseases, there are extremely serious problems in the region's 
animal husbandry this year. The circular demanded that all prefectures and 
cities carry out truth-seeking analysis and study of animal husbandry produc- 
tion, evaluate it correctly and attach importance to the problems that have 
already occurred. They must certainly not treat the matter in a careless or 
negligent way. They must assign animal husbandry a position of equal impor- 
tance with agriculture, transfer effective personnel and organize them into 
work groups to go to the frontline of production, led by leading comrades, 
to conduct serious investigation and study, solve problems when discovered, 
and take practical measures to get a good grasp of animal husbandry. 


The most fundamental thing in doing a good job of animal husbandry productivun 
is to rely on the masses. It is necessary to publicize with great fanfare and 
implement the document on a number of current rural economic policy issues, 
further implement the various economic policies, continually perfect the pro- 
duction responsibility systems, and solve properly the relationship between 
unified and separate management. It is necessary to educate, mobilize and 
organize the masses to fight the natural disasters and protect the livestock. 
Agriculture and animal husbandry, finance, commerce, grain, communications 
and transport and other sectors must closely coordinate their efforts to seri- 
ously solve the problems of urgently needed relief funds and materials, and 
promptly ship drugs to the frontline of animal hucbandry production. The 
civil affairs departments must pay particular attention to making proper 
arrangements for the masses’ production and livelihood. 


The urgent circular said: The greatest enemies of the livestock are diseases 
and lack of pasture. It is necessary to mobilize and organize forces to pre- 
vent and cure spring livestock diseases. The moment an epidemic is discovered, 
it is necessary to take resolute administrative and technical action to stamp 
it out. In cases where such diseases were caused by carelessness, those re- 
sponsible and their leaders must be held accountable. It is also necessary to 
teach the masses to graze their livestock in a scientific and rational way, 
make good use of the pastureland, strengthen management, and do a good job in 


animal husbandry production. 


CsO: 4007/140 


5h 








- mS 9 ~ 
camer 
be mG is WY ow ak 


“°F 
~see~ 


—_ 
oC nee an 


~~ 


Conservation 


596206 | 


“S151 135 04167 


JlauG Jingsheng 5592 1353 3932) 


_ Mn Zsna . 
ete nr 
av Jiaben ~ JZ 065 


wnitG Sengznou 172 
eoHU Shiguang _20l2 


one west Research In 
r4 iences; WU of Shaanxi Provincia. acadeay of ag 
etalG of Shaanxi Provincial Sureau of 


£717 4098 1472" 


57 2609) 
6 7685 31 
1102 reg 


~~ “™, --* - .** “srr a & 
CRG: saws uw, JIANG, res oP 

tion, Chinese academy o 

and Forestry; 

LEU of Snaanxi teachers University 


riTis: “Strategic 


woessiri 


..€as ures 
z Lateau’ " 


a “17, 0"° 2 rw 
4@J1 UWNvie ws BM eted 


chinese c¢ €, Jec 32 o7 les 

w3stmn St: Foisowing a lengthy discussion of the natura. agricuiturai resources, 
sacor protien of erosion hindering the deveiopmert of agricuiture, end sone acni 
ments in z¢ricuitureal basic construction since “he iiterati is. t5e@ Rialy regsos 
of the ioessial plateau, involving western Snanxi, sortnerr. sfaarnxi, southerr. wing 
Xia, and sentral Gansu, the paper proceeds to Suggest “ne So.soWwing Strategic nea- 
sures: (1) To estadlish bases of animal husbandry as soc possitie, veginr.ing 
witA Dl nting grass and shrubs and changing the nerus fre aTaTie gvats to pr 
marily sheep; (2) “> neep some cropiana to accompaish th of grain seiz-sut 


revert the 
ctive for 
nviror.ment; (4, 
onmmeBce *o increase 


- -~ 
o ~ * ~~ » 
- . c ,_-enre a © S 
wei ds .2@Seazec a.eSO wa cedw® Oh 
=“ NN . ” - 4. awe +g «Fe 
*_-— > ~—hete wa + ae ~ +e “+e “=< + ~ 
ve 
- ° 
“Cau 
° 7 - , - 
~ wats ‘vs ~ “_*s & = ~ ere 
- ~ - > ~~ 
=a - .2s€ - ~“?* wa” we ° - aw 
-- 
—_ = . 
~ _*- - - 
wt meee ames = Pcemesr we 


maining fields to 
rests in a dig 
) To extend diversification to coud 
the economic benefits. 


for Vitalizing agri 


“s “ws +. 
a pe Sree ee 


™, 9 


———— 


gxrassiands and 


dater anc Soi. conserva 


Vod/ 


“4 . rr? . * ° Pry Cal . =<, “aTe ee 
ry Oi awe Mata Mahe Sweet OGRA! 


-- 


way to oring about a fundamental change of the ecoji 


ct of new Sectonic 


. a . . * , *~ 
- - * .“- ~ --- oe . “> - 7. _—eo—s + “* -_- 
& é 3 waco lw ves qa“ oC wi omy rica ~ ~s + ~—— = & os a=a«- © 
> ° . nd 
~@4a* n= . ~ + e2* Ae ~~ — -* ees wm -* 
~ «ae « SY tes ewe »s ot: bebo -3- > Peers w= So =~ -ON Si54i5 & ww «4 + hee Ow a . 
* * 
So 2 --62 - yvwewmocctasee Se & « & in 22 FS sYrear 2 SY 
e@au. ~~ =s e: oe 29 Va die yt ww were tebe SatesweS a at: 
* Ad . . 
_-~ . = . = = _ F&F AF @& - - : ° ” 
<-~ Gace :@:. ——_ aw @ @o Naw ee wece pea Cau, +‘\e 47@. es. r 
a a @ “5 ‘> : o _ == oe ~ - a > os -— ° ~ ~ «9 ~_* 
wea @wsis @e So ae oe 6 ase om a ae | Wee aan ve ee 6e:. ame! aw 
* 
- - s<¢- --* , = ~“—_— — i-« “ ~mariw “wae -*-- 
eles eS 3 /@ a se + « Mewes o -s ay. a~ ae ww No we wee oatG atl. ve, . 
~- e@ige « ~ ~~ «+ - “oe ~~ ss“ . “—* - * - - 
- = ~-—« ~ —/-. ~ So. & ¥ “ee Se IS a sé —~ ao aescr.c “Fs ~ Cc 
"« - = . £ « + / - [Ss aaa - omy 
A“Apm=—- <9 ~ a= “6 Agtuw= “9 Tae “~~ ~s ese Baud ce. 
. - - - ~- “* .~ = ~~ » 
~ ~~~ « -~ ae ow & a -~< aCe @ i- J pV Sea. 


55 


scvenernt 


al - 
the genera, <2 
J 
i 


= 
wee 


a 


a. i 1 


a "fF 
wae HO mee 


o0658 a8 


oS . 
a ££ Svar 
~~ 


mse 


ae ole ees 


Te Pes | 


these schemes are expounded 


. 
ae 


ase 


titute of water ara Soil [conserva-e 


+ 
ee 
ee | ee 


re 


-- rr ie 
wm wees 


ine agriculture, industries 
some 











AUTHOR: GlIO Fang [6751 2455] 





ORG: Environmental Science Committee Chinese Academy of Sciences 





TITL2: “Comprehensive Prevention and Control of Soil and Water loss is the Basic 
Measure of Environmental Protection” 





SOURCE: Xian SHUITU BAOCHI TONGBAO (BULLETIN OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION | in 
Chinese No 1, Feb 83 pp 1-6 





ABSTRACT: Historical crises and current problems of the environment in China and 
lessons learned from efforts exerted in the past decade to reverse the trend are re- 
viewed. In spite of some visible improvements, the quantity of wastes discharged 
is still rising; the damages to the ecological environment and the erosion of soil 
and water are still not effectively checked.There is no true understanding of the 
extent of danger; no adequate research program; no overa!l scientific method of 
managing the environment; and no reliable data of the quality of environment in the 
entire country. The title of the paper not withstanding, the idea of the author 
conveyed in the paper is that comprehensive environmental protection is the basic 
measure for prevention and control of soil and water loss. The work of erosion con- 
trol, he says, must not be confined to not allowing the mud to run down the slope or 
the water to flow out of the ditch. It must be expanded to include the protection 
of all natural resources. Advanced equipment, installations, and materials must be 
made available to treat industrial and urban wastes, to promote coordinated develop- 
ment of industry, agriculture, and forestry, and to improve the health of the people; 
in other words, to protect the total ecological environment. 


AUTHOR: HOU Xueyu [0186 1331 3558] 
ORG: Beijing Reaserch Institute of Botany Chinese Academy of Sciences 


TITLE: “Some Problems of Ecological Relationship Must be Correctly Handled if Soil 
and Water Conservation is to Bring Economic Benefit" 


SOURCE: Xian SHUITU BAOCHI TONGBAO | BULLETIN OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION | 
Chinese No 1, Feb 83 pp 16-21 


ABSTRACT: Bcological relationships discussed in the paper include: (1) Between re- 
construction and utilization in the matter of deve coping land resources; (2) Be- 
tween engineering measures and biological measures in the matter of water conser- 
vancy construction; (3) Between afforestation and logging in the matter of forestry 
management; (4) Between concentrated operation and scattered feeding in the matter 
of animal husbandry. Many past mistakes and catastrophes, attributable to incor 
rect handling of these relationships are reported and discussed. In conclusion, 
the author stresses the necessity of continuously maintaining a balanced exchange 
of energy and materials if the livelihood of the people is to be gradually improved. 

















AUTHOR: LIU Haifeng (0491 3189 1496] 


ORG: Bureau of Soil and Water Conservation, Gansu Provincial Vepartment of Water 
Conservancy 


ITLS: “Problems Relating to the Economic Outlook in Soil and Water Conservation” 


SOURCE: Xian SHUITU BAOCHI TONGBAO [BULLETIN OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION) in 
Chinese No 1, Feb 83 pp 22-27 


ABSTRACT: As Premier ZHAO and many others have repeatedly pointed out,the key pro- 
blem today is to raise the economic benefit from all endeavors. Judging from the 
attacks and lessons regarding soil and water conservation work ever since the li- 
beration, the place of this work in national economic construction is in need of 
being defined. There must be qualitative and quantitative studies on the economic 
benefit of soil and water conservation. From an assessment of the economic value 
of soil-water itself, the paper proceeds to evaluate the economic losses of erosion. 
Modern day accelerated erosion is caused by the pursuit of short-term benefits by 
some production departments, units, or individuals. It is a social problem of a- 
vicious cycle of economics and ecology. The economic outlook of conservation should 
be an overall viewpoint, counting the negative effect of erosion as the positive 
benefit of conservation, as well as the present and the future benefits and the 
direct and indirect benefits. In his report of govermment work to the 4th People's 
Congress, Premier ZHAO listed soil and water conservation as a scientific research 
item and agricultural yield increase technology of great economic benefit to the 
national economy. Evidently, the old saying, "Those who can control the mountain 
can govern the nation” is correct. 


AUTHOR: HUANG Jiasheng [7806 1%7 5116] 
ORG: Shanxi Provincial Research Institute of Social Sciences 


TITLE: "Ecological Cadamity of Soil and Water Losses and Economic Benefits of 
Soil and Water Conservation in Wester Shanxi" 


SOURCE: Xian SHUITU BAOCHI TONGBAO [BULLETIN OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION] in 
Chinese No 1, Feb 83 pp 27-% 


ABSTRACT: The paper describes the present economic characteristics of Western 
Shanxi as a broken landscape, with areas of wind ercded sand and barren rocks ac- 
counting for 30 percent of the region. What soils there are are thin and loose. 
The climate is dreadful; disasters are incessant. The crop structure is unitary 
and invariable; the yield very low; the income meager. Erosion nas led to declin- 
ing soil fertility and destroyed the foundation of agricultural production. Reser- 
voirs are silted; engineering structures brexen down. The lives and properties of 
inhabitants of the lower reaches are threatened as well. The paper proposes a 
series of soil and water conservation measures. Using the efforts of a few brigades 
aS examples, the economic benefits of these conservation measures are assessed. 
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Grassland Deterioration 


AUTHC2: SUN Jinzhu _1327 6655 6999 | 
2G; vetertment of seography, Nei Monggol Teachers University 


slins? Grassland Leterioration in Nei Monggol and Problems of Its Protection” 


URCE: Nei Monggol ZONGGUN CAOYUAN [GRASSLAND OF CHINA] in Chinese No 1, Mar 83 


STSA ST: Grassland ceterioration means a ceterioration of quantity anc qu2.ity cf 

the grass 1S well as the environmental condition, with a  exparsior ci carrer anc 

tesertified areas. In Nei Monggol, the condition is more severe in the west and the 
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Meteorology 


AUTHOR: JI Shugin [0679 2579 3830] 
ORG: Liaoning Provincial Research Institute of Meteorology 
TITLE: “Rice Yield Forecasting--Snoptic Model” 


SOURCE: Beijing QIXIANG [METBOROLOGICAL MONTHLY] in Chinese No 10, 10 Oct 82 
pp 29-31 


ABSTRACT: On the basis of statistical analyses of past field «xperiaantal data,rice 
yield data of Liaoning, and corresponding meteorological conditions, a table is coa- 
piled to give correlation coefficients for rice yield (%), meteorological factors, 
and circulatory factors of various months of the year. The average wnit yield of 
rice in Liaoning Province in 1963-79 was supplied by the provincial Bureau of Sta- 
tistics; the atmospheric circulation data, the polar vortex data, the subtropical 
high-pressure data, the data of Bast Asia trough and its intensity are derived from 
the long-term forecasting data of the Central Weather Station. Relationships be- 
tween the atmospheric circulation and rice yield, between the location of polar vor 
tex and rice yield, between East Asia trough and rice yield, and between subtropi- 
cal high-pressure and rice yield and the respective correlation equations establish- 
ed by the author are explained. The accuracy of forecasting also depends upon data 
of a sufficiently long period of time. As the agronomical technology and the cul- 
tivation standard change, and as more data are becoming available, the equations 


will have to be changed correspondingly. 


6168 
CSO: 4O11/47-A 


59 





AUTHOR: ZHU Zixi [2612 5261 3886) 
AI Jingxian [5337 2417 6343] 
ZHOU Yueling | 0719 2588 3781] 


ORG: All of Agrometeorology Experimental Station, Henan Provincial Bureau of Meteo- 
rology 


TITLE: “Crop Water Consumption Model and the Determination of Precipitation Index” 


SOURCE: Beijing QIXIANG [METEOROLOGICAL MONTHLY] in Chinese No 12, 10 Dec 82 
pp 18-20 


ABSTRACT: Generally speaking, under the condition of low yield and small leaf-area 
coefficient, the yield and the water consumption are in a linear relationship but 
after the leaf-area coefficient reaches a certain level, as the water consumption 
continues to rise, the yield increase will slow down or cease. According to analysis 
of irrigation experiment data, the relationship between wheat yield and water con- 
Suaption, is, gcampound curve to produce the equation: y = 655.1#29 + 5.692415 - 
0.56263e°°~*"'""; in which y is yield (jin/au); B is water consumption (m?/mu). 
Using this and other equations, a proportional relationship between precipitation 
and irrigated water in the water supply for various crops in various regions of the 
country is obtained. Further analysis of the water consumption of key periods of 
growth of various crops produces 12 precipitation indices of the 5 crops of wheat, 
corm, paddy rice, soybean, and millet. For paddy rice, the indices for South and 
North China are different. A given level of yield is assumed when these precipita- 
tion indices are determined. 
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Soybean Planting 
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4G: nellongtiang zrovincial Research institute of seteoro.ozy 

wiaubs) «6"ngrociinatic Sasis for Rational wineation of coycear. csantirg areas in 
teilongjiang rrovince” 

SCURCE; Seijing eQlfinNG FeTEOROUWGICAL MUNTALY_ in Chinese x0 2, 10 Fed 23 

Pp 29-32 
a2zstansc: From the south to the north, deilorg iiang occupies more cnar 1. cerrees 
fn latitude ard mountain ranges cut through ‘the provir.ce verticaisy; cnerercre, neat 
conditions vary a great deal, latitudinaliy and altitiucinaily. “he cistricution of 
soybean varieties of different ripening characteristics Tas clear anc derinite rcrieg 
zontas and vertical .iaits. tn the bdasis of the cusuwative temperature incex arc 
“ne growth anc devesopnent rersod, the province ‘s c.assified int& 5 districts cor 
wraior soydear. varieties. aithough rational iineation of crops iS a cORpcicatec pro] 
Duem, invoiving soil, ciimate, cultivation and econoaic molicies, ac Dricing 2O4sCy, 
tne agmoclinatic cordition remains the determizant factor. Sing =axcinum yield anc 
p-oduct vaiue as the goa., the ratio of different crozs MuSt be arranged for Maxie 
mam pxsofit, witn the yield not lower than the current levei and ro greater S.uctua- 
*ion than the oresent yield situation. Foliowing a cetaicec <iscussicn ct the te.sa- 
“ionship between soybean yield and the climatic corcition, tre pazer produces a “ap 
£ the province indicating the proper ratio of soytean cropping in crop rotation 

m accordance with climatic yieli ane climatic yield 
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AUTHOR: LIU Xunhao ,0491 1575 3185 | 
ORG: Beicjing Agricultural University 


TITLES: “Efficiency of Energy Conversion and Utilization of Natural nesources in 
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Different Agricu’tural Areas of China” 
SOURCE: Dalian ZIRAN ZIYUAN CNATURAL RESCU IRCES | in Chinese No 4, Dec 62 pp 1-8 


ABSTRACT: In the past 2 years, the author and colleagues visited regions of China 
of different natural conditions and agricultural production levels to investigate 
the different rate of benefit from energy input for the purpose of determining whe- 
ther the input should be primarily organic energy or inorganic energy and wnether 
areas of rich resources or those of poor resources should be favored in energy ai- 
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location. Yield and energy input data of 1979 are used to compare the nigh yield 
region of Shanghai, Ningbo, and Jiangsu, the intermediate yield region of Beijing, 
Shandong, and Liuan, the middle-low yield region of Zhoukou, Henan, Veznou, Heng- 
shui, duimin, Shangqiu, and Suxian, and the low yield region of Cangzhnou, Liuan 
(1952 and 1966), Gansu, and Dingxi. A table is given to explain the aethod and 
the coefficient of converting agricultural machinery, diesel oil, electricity, fer- 
tilizers, manpower, animal power, seeds, organic fertilizer, and the yield of crops 
into units of calories or joules. The conversion efficiency of inorganic energy is 
id up to a certain level before it will drop in proportion to the rising cost 
f production. The paper concludes that energy should first be invested in regions 
of better natural resources, more balanced ecology, and greater yield increase poten- 
tial in order to obtain the highest conversion efficiency. Abdove all, the type of 
production, grain, cotton, oil, animal husbandry, forestry, etc. should be deter- 
mined on the basis of different conditions of soil, fertilizer, water, lignt, heat, 
etc. for the most efficient use of energy. There are tables comparing energy con- 
version data of India, China, Japan, the United States, etc 


AUTHOR: SHEN Zhenrong _ 3088 2182 2837] 
ORG: Research Academy of Water Conservancy and Hydroelectric Power 


TITLE: “Principle of Drought Distribution in Time and Space During the Past W Years 


in China 
SCURCE: Dalian ZIRAN ZIYUAN | NATURAL RESOURCES | in Chinese No 4, Lec 62 pp 9-16 


ASSTRACT: According to statistical data of 1950-15.4, in China,the average area suf- 
feri na from drought is about 294,000,000 au, 19.6 percent of the total area under 

cultivation. Cf this area, the drought of 101 million m results in an averaze vield 

reduction of above 30 percent, amounting to 6.7 percent of the total area under c 

tivation. in these 30 years, there were 2 obvious valleys of 1950-57 and 143-70 
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and 2 obvious peaks: 195d-62 and 1971-79, with respect to drougnt; this phenomen 
of alternation is perhaps related to climatic vibration. When the effects of dif- 
ferent periods of draught are compared, the amount of yield loss is lessening in the 
middie and lower reaches of Changjiang to indicate improving drougnt-resistance; »5u 
the loss is becoming more severe in the Northeast. The agronomic conditions of the 
drought centers of Sast China are analyzed for the purpose of assessing tne cause 
of drought. 
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